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Thank you for becoming a sponsor!  You have agreed to 
provide care for a minor following his/her release from 
the care of the Office of Refugee Resettlement. This 
handbook outlines some of your responsibilities in caring 
for this minor and provides you with links to resources in 
your community. 

Education 

All children in the United States have the right to go to 
school for a basic public elementary and secondary 
education regardless of their race, color, national origin, 
citizenship, immigration status, or the status of their 
parents/guardians.  Children are required by State law to 
attend school up to a certain age.  You are responsible for 
assisting the minor to enroll in school immediately 
following family reunification.  You may need to provide 
the school with the minor’s birth certificate, proof of 
residency, and immunization records.  Most schools offer 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) classes 
if the minor is not a native English speaker and needs 
help.  

Health 

To find a community health center near you, call the 
Health Resources and Services Administration at (877) 
464-4772 or search online at: 
http://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/Search_HCC.aspx.  A 
community health center cares for children even if you 
have no health insurance.  In case of emergency, call 
911.   

Guardianship  

If you are not the minor’s parent or legal guardian, you 
should petition to establish legal guardianship with your 
local court. When parents are not available to make 
decisions for their child, guardianship may assist you in 

making decisions and obtaining records related to the 
minor’s medical needs, education, health insurance, and 
benefits and services. 

Traumatic Stress 

Many children may have experienced intense events that 
threaten their well-being such as natural disasters, family 
separation, war, violence, or sexual abuse.  Behavioral, 
emotional, and physical reactions are normal; however, 
sometimes symptoms of traumatic stress may interfere 
with a child’s daily life.  Talking to someone trained to 
support children and families dealing with traumatic 
stress can be a big help.  You may find help by asking a 
school counselor, pediatrician, family friend or finding 
resources from The National Child Traumatic Stress 
Network at:  http://nctsn.org/.  

Child Abuse and Neglect 

You are responsible for keeping the minor safe from 
abuse and neglect.  Notify local law enforcement or your 
state or local Child Protective Services if your child is at 
risk of abuse or neglect.  Childhelp® is a national 
organization that provides crisis assistance and other 
counseling and referral services. The Childhelp Hotline is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with 
professional crisis counselors who have access to 
emergency, social service, and support resources. All 
calls are anonymous. Contact Childhelp at 
1.800.4.A.CHILD (1.800.422.4453) to report child abuse 
or neglect.  

If the minor disappears, has been kidnapped, or runs 
away, immediately contact local law enforcement and the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at 1-
800-843-5678. 

 

Office of Refugee Resettlement 
Division of Children’s Services 

 

Sponsor Handbook 



2 
Sponsor Handbook, Rev. 04/30/2012 
ORR UAC/FRP-8 
ORR UAC Program Operations Manual 2012 

Trafficking and Exploitation 

Human trafficking occurs when a person is recruited for 
or forced to work against their will.  Many forms of 
exploitation involve force, fraud, or coercion to make a 
person perform work and control their freedom.  This is 
illegal in the United States.  Any child exploited in 
sexual abuse that involves an exchange of money, goods, 
or services is a child victim of trafficking.  Human 
trafficking may occur when a person is coerced to work 
off a debt out of their control, work under conditions 
he/she can not escape, or work under threats of violence 
and harm.  If you suspect someone is at risk of sex or 
labor trafficking, contact The National Human 
Trafficking Resource Center at: 1-888-373-7888. 

Immigration  

Release from the care of the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement does not mean the minor has immigration 
status.  You are responsible for ensuring the minor 
appears at all proceedings related to his/her immigration 
case.  For immigration case information contact the 
Department of Justice/Executive Office of Immigration 
Review (EOIR) at 1-800-898-7180. Visit EOIR’s website 
for additional information at: 
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/formslist.htm. 

If the minor moves or changes his/her phone number, 
notify the local Immigration Court or the Board of 
Immigration Appeals within five (5) days by using an 
Alien’s Change of Address form (Form EOIR-33). If the 
move involves a move to another Immigration Court 
jurisdiction, file a Change of Venue motion on the 
minor’s behalf. This may require the assistance of an 
attorney. Notify the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS)/U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services within 
ten (10) days of any change of address, by filing an 
Alien’s Change of Address Card (AR-11) or 
electronically, at: http://1.usa.gov/Ac5MP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employment 

A minor may not work in the United States without 
employment authorization.  If a minor is authorized to 
work, federal law prohibits minors under the age of 18 
from working in hazardous occupations.  Anyone under 
the age of 14 is prohibited from working in most 
occupations.  Children ages 14 and 15 are only permitted 
to work outside school hours for limited periods of time.  
For more information, see 
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/index.htm.  


































