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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#1  State 4 Program Code 

The State code “13” is hard-coded in the output file. 
#2  Report Date  
 

4 Program Code, LNs 13638 – 13713 
The program code sets the report period end date from the BATCH-PARAMETERS table. 

#3 Local Agency (County or Equivalent 
Jurisdiction) 

4 Program Code, LNs 14574 – 14662 
The program code finds the county of jurisdiction from the legal status screen.  The county code for 
the child’s applicable legal status during the reporting period is identified and extracted. 

#4  Record Number  4 Program Code, LNs 21550 – 21675 
The program code extracts the child’s record number.  This number is encrypted for AFCARS 
reporting.   
 
The system assigns a unique number to each client that is entered into the system.  This number 
remains the person’s identification number.  The same person number used in the legacy system is 
being used for AFCARS reporting.  The State uses same id number for NYTD. 

#5 Date of Most Recent Periodic 
Review (if applicable) 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen: Legal Actions and Outcomes Detail 
There are two fields on this screen that are used for the purpose of collecting the date of the most 
recent periodic review:  Action and Hearing Type/Court Order.  In the Action field there are the 
options (among others) of Citizen Panel Review, Hearing, and Panel/Admin. Review.  If the option 
“hearing” is selected, then a “hearing type” must be selected.  In the Hearing Type/Court Order 
field there are the options (among others) of Dispositional, Judicial Review, and Permanency. 
 
The State’s dispositional hearing does not the requirements in section 422(b)(8)(ii) and 475(5)(B) 
of the Social Security Act (SSA).   
 
The Panel Case Review also does not meet the requirements of periodic review requirements in 
section 422(b)(8)(ii) and 475(5)(B) of the SSA.  This is an internal review by DFCS staff. 
 
Screen: Team Meetings/Reviews 
The options on the Team Meeting/Reviews screen under “Meeting Type” are: Administrative 
Review, Community Meeting, RBWO, Permanency Review Meeting, and RBWO Review 
Meeting.  None of these meetings meet the requirements for a periodic review under section 
422(b)(10) of the SSA. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  There are 145 records reported with a year of 2009, 2008, 2007, 
2006, 2005, 2004, and 2001.   
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The State needs to continue with data clean-up efforts and identify these records to determine if 
periodic reviews have not been done, or if these were old cases.   
 
There are 2,694 records with no review date.  The State team finds this to be high number of 
records with no review date.  The State performs reviews more frequently than every six months if 
a judge requires it.   
 
Case File Review Findings: 20 (31%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  The majority of errors were due to the wrong types of events being extracted as a 
periodic review. 
 
Program Code, LNs  14777 – 14804 
The program code checks for a legal action code of “CPR” (citizen panel review), “PAR” 
(panel/admin) or “HRG” (hearing) and a hearing type of “JDR” (judicial review), “PRM” 
(permanency), “IPR” (immediate permanency review) or “NRE” (non-reunification) or a PPT table 
entry where the PPT code is “PRM (permanency review meeting).”  
 
The program code is correctly checking for periodic review dates that occurred in the current 
removal episode (after the date reported in element #21) and prior to the end of the report period.   
 
The values PAR, PRM, IPR, NRE, and PRM do not meet the requirements of a periodic review and 
must be removed from the program code.  The program code must be modified to not check the 
Team Meetings/Reviews screen/fields. 

#6 Child Birth Date 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  There are no years of birth reflecting youth over the age of 20.  
There are years for 19 year olds reflecting those that received title IV-E at age 18.  
 
Program Code, LNs 16083 – 16329 and 16336 – 16379 
The program code extracts the child’s birth date from the field on the screen. 

#7 Child Sex 
 
1 = Male 
2 = Female 

4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code, LNs 16083 – 16329 and 16336 - 16379 
The program code extracts the child’s gender from the screen and maps the State’s values to the 
appropriate AFCARS value.   Anything other than male or female is mapped to spaces.  
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#8 Child’s Race 
 
a. American Indian or Alaska Native 
b. Asian 
c. Black or African American 
d. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander 
e. White 
f. Unable to Determine 
 
0 = Does not apply 
1 = Apply 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
4 

Screen:  Person Detail; Options: American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, Black/African American, 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, Unable to determine, and White 
 
One of the races must be selected before the investigation can be closed.  The Case Watch Report 
will reflect the race information entered.  Presumably, if the race is “unknown” and the child is not 
a Safe Haven infant, the information would get updated. 
 
As a reminder, “unable to determine” should be selected only if the child was abandoned and/or no 
one is available, able, or willing to provide this information.   
 
A review of the frequency report indicates a very low number of records reported as “unable to 
determine.”  Requiring that this element be completed prior to closing the investigation may lead to 
overuse of the value “unable to determine” if the worker has not yet asked the child or the child's 
parent for information concerning race.  If the data are not entered into the system, these elements 
are to be reported as blanks.  The State should continue to monitor this data and if necessary 
consider modifications that would reduce the inappropriate use of “unable to determine.” 
 
There is a note on the screen that race information is never to be determined by DCFS staff. 
   
The screen does not have the National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) values of “unknown” 
and “declined.”  The State must add these values and map accordingly to AFCARS.  Since the 
State has to add these options, consideration should be given to making changes to add the option 
“abandoned” for AFCARS purposes.   
 
Also, the NYTD definition of “unknown” encompasses two situations in which it can be used.  In 
order to make the response option “unknown” more meaningful to the caseworker, the State may 
want to consider alternate terminology.  One example might be to use "incapacitated" and "multi-
racial-other race not known." These would then map in NYTD to "unknown."  For AFCARS 
reporting purposes: 
 If a child, youth, or parent is incapacitated and unable to provide the worker with race 

information, the worker would select "incapacitated/unknown." This value would be mapped to 
the AFCARS value "unable to determine." 

 If a person is multi-racial, but does not know the other race(s), the worker would select "multi-
racial-other race not known/unknown." This value would then be mapped to blank and only the 
known race would be reported in AFCARS. 
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Program Code, A52400, A52411, LNs 17217 – 17255 and 32422 - 32475, 16476 - 16561, 16564 - 
16648, 16651 - 16735, 16738 - 16823, 16913 - 16997, 16826 - 16910 
It appears these fields are initialized to spaces.  However, since the screen is a mandatory field at 
the time an investigation is closed this element will never be blank.  The State should consider the 
timing of when this field must be completed in order to ensure accurate information. 
 
The program code extracts the child’s race information from the PERSON_RACE table and checks 
all available race values for the child.  The State’s values are correctly mapped to the appropriate 
AFCARS values.  

#9 Hispanic/Latino Origin  
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

3 
4 

Screen:  Person Detail; Options: Hispanic/Latino, Not Hispanic/Latino, and Unable to determine. 
 
One of the options must be selected before the investigation can be closed.  The Case Watch Report 
will reflect the ethnicity information entered.   
 
NYTD includes the options “unknown” and “declined.”  “Unknown” means that the youth and/or 
parent is unable to communicate the youth’s ethnicity.  “Declined” means that the youth or parent 
has declined to identify the youth’s Hispanic or Latino ethnicity.  The screen does not include the 
NYTD values “unknown” and “declined.”   
 
The State may want to consider adding “abandoned” and “declined” in place of the AFCARS value 
of “unable to determine” in order to make the options available to the worker more meaningful. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Yes = 760 (8%); No = 9,203 (92%); Unable to determine = 34 
(.34%); Not reported = 0  
 
NRC-CWDT, TA Report 6/2010 
Recommendation: 

  “Unable to determine” is used because the child is very young or is severely disabled and no 
person is available to determine whether or not the child is Hispanic or Latino. “Unable to 
determine” is also used if the parent, relative or guardian is unwilling to identify the child’s 
ethnicity. 

 Consider allowing this field to remain blank until worker correctly determines appropriate 
value or providing the same options that are noted above for race.  Otherwise, map missing 
data to blanks in AFCARS. 
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Program Code, LNs 16999 – 17022 and 32482 – 32584 
The program code extracts the child’s Hispanic/Latino origin from the person screen.  “HS, 
Hispanic origin” is mapped to “yes,” “NH, non-Hispanic” is mapped to “no,” and “UD,” and “UN” 
are mapped to “unable to determine. 
 
Any non-valid value found is mapped to spaces. 

#10 Has the child been clinically 
diagnosed as having a disability(ies)? 
 
1=Yes 
2=No 
3=Not yet  Determined 
 
If yes, indicate each type of a disability 
with a “1.” 

3 
2 

Screen:  Person/Person Detail/Person Characteristics Sub-Module 
There are six sections on this screen.  There are three sections of characteristics - Child - 
Physical/Medical, Child Behavior, Child - Mental/Emotional, and Other; a section that indicates 
“none diagnosed,” and the last section indicates “not yet diagnosed.” 
 
Within 10 days of entering foster care the child must have the EPSDT.  CCFA is a more 
comprehensive exam (physical, dental, and optional psychological exam for children over the age 
of 4).  The child is referred for a CCFA within 72-hours of entering foster care and a report back to 
the agency is required within 25 days.  During investigation a referral occurs for the CAPTA 
requirement.   
 
Shines has a transaction date stamp that reflects when a caseworker selects a diagnosis and when 
the diagnosis is de-selected due to the end of a diagnosis.  The State should not use transaction date 
for the purpose of when a diagnosis starts and ends.  Date fields need to be added to the screen to 
include a start and end date. 
 
There is a tab “Person-Health Log.”  This is where the doctor’s name, date of the visit, and the 
diagnosis is entered.  The diagnosis information is entered in a text box and is not tracked as a 
database item. 
  
Frequency Report (n=9,997): Yes = 5,225 (52%); No = 4,291 (43%); Not yet determined = 481 
(5%); Not reported = 0  
 
Case File Review Findings: 11 (17%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs  16005 – 16081 and 17024 - 17087 
This element is derived from the information extracted for elements #11-15 (conditions of 
disability).  If no information is found for elements #11-15, this element is set to “no.” If anything 
else is found, this element is set to “not yet determined.”  
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
Notes in the program code indicate that first this element is treated as if there are no disability 
characteristics and sets elements #11 - 15 to “does not apply” and element #10 to “not yet 
determined.”  Then if no characteristics are found that apply, it does another search.  This second 
search checks if the SUB (foster care child) stage start date is before the end of the report period.  If 
it is, then element #10 is set to “no.”  If the start date is the last day of the report period or later, 
then element #10 is set to “not yet determined.”  This second search is what resulted in the errors in 
the test cases.  
 
There are fields on the screen for “none diagnosed” and “not yet diagnosed.”  The program code 
needs to check these fields to correctly set this element for the values of “no” and “not yet 
determined.” 

#11 - 15  Screen:  Person/Person Detail/Person Characteristics Sub-Module 
There are three sections of characteristics - Child - Physical/Medical, Child Behavior, Child - 
Mental/Emotional, and Other. 
 
Caseworkers can select from three extensive pick-lists: physical, behavioral and mental/emotional 
respectively.  Medically diagnosed conditions are mixed in with non-medical diagnoses and child 
characteristics.  The child characteristics are those that would be used for placing a child in a foster 
care setting.   
 
The State team indicated that evaluations are conducted by qualified professionals and caseworkers 
are trained that all medical diagnoses are to be selected only when there is appropriate 
documentation. 
 
The State must add start and end dates to the diagnosed condition.  This information is going to be 
moved to the Health tab.   

#11 Mental Retardation1 
    
 
[0 = Does not apply] 
1 = Applies 

2 Case File Review Findings: 7 (11%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 16005 – 16081 and 17024 – 17087 
The State maps 18, Down Syndrome and 52 Mental Retardation to this element. 
 
If the child has a diagnosis of “Developmental Disability” and there is a cognitive component to the 
diagnosis, then it is to be mapped to this element. 

                                                 
1 For additional information on mapping diagnosed conditions see AFCARS TB #14, Disability Information 
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#12 Visually/Hearing Impaired 
  
[0 = Does not apply] 
1 = Applies 

2 Program Code, LNs 16005 – 16081 and 17024 – 17087 
The State maps 36, Hearing Impaired Diagnosed and 84, Visually Impaired Diagnosed to this 
element.  

#13 Physically Disabled 
 
 
[0 = Does not apply] 
1 = Applies 

2 Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 16005 – 16081 and 17024 – 17087 
The State maps 58 Mobility Impaired, 60 Physically Impaired, diagnosed, and 75, Spina Bifida to 
this element. 

#14 Emotionally Disturbed 
 
[0 = Does not apply] 
1 = Applies 

2 Case File Review Findings: 11 (14%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 16005 – 16081 and 17024 – 17087 
The State maps the following to this element:    
3, ADHD/ADD,  
7 Autism - should be mapped to element #15 
11 Attachment Disorder 
13 Bipolar 
14 Depression 
21 Eating Disorder 
22 Emotionally Disturbed - Diagnosed 
59 Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
64 Psychotic Disorder 
114 Conduct Disorder 
123 Adjustment Disorder 
124 Anxiety Disorder 
127 Disruptive Behavior Disorder 
128 Dysthymic Disorder 
130 Impulse Control Disorder 
132 Mood Disorder 
134 Personality Disorder 
136 Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome 
137 Schizoaffective 
138 Schizophrenia 
139 Separation Anxiety Disorder 
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141 Tourette's Disorder 

#15 Other Medically  
 
[0 = Does not apply] 
1 = Applies 

2 Case File Review Findings: 8 (13%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 16005 – 16081 and 17024 – 17087 
The State maps the following to this element. 
38 AIDS 
40 Infant Alcohol Addition 
42 Infant Drug Addiction/prenatal Drug Exposed 
44 Learning Disability 
72 Sexual Transmitted Disease - Do not map 

74 Speech Disability 
80 Terminal Illness 
82 Traumatic Brain Injury 
90 Other Medically Diagnosed - Do not Map 
97 Asthma - Include only if severe asthma that affects activities of daily living. 
98 Cancer 
99 Diabetes 
100 Eczema - do not map 
101 Epilepsy 
102 Hepatitis - Do not map 
103 HIV Positive 
105 Rheumatic Fever, Heart Disease, Heart Murmur - Map only if severe enough to affect 
activities of daily living. 
106 Severe Allergies - Map only if severe enough to affect activities of daily living 
107 Sickle Cell Anemia 
108 Tuberculosis 
110 Abnormal Bowel Movement Behavior - Map only if severe enough to affect activities of daily 
living.  It may need to be included in element #14. 
125 Asperger's Disorder 
126 Cognitive Disorder 
131 Intellectual Disability 

#16 Has this child ever been adopted? 
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 

2 Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Yes = 331 (3%); No = 9,565 (96%); Unable to determine = 101 
(1%); Not reported =  0 
 
Screen:  Person Characteristics (Person Detail Page Sub-Module) 
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3 = Unable to Determine The options on the screen are: “Yes,” “No,” and “Unknown.” 

 
The system currently does have the capacity to collect the information that must be reported under 
section 422(b)(12) of the Social Security Act (the Act).  This section of the Act relates to inter-
country adoptions and requires States to identify the number of children who were adopted from 
other countries and entered into State custody, the reasons for the disruptions or dissolutions, the 
permanency plan for the children, and identify the agencies that handled the placement or adoption.  
States are currently required to provide this information in the Five-Year Child and Family 
Services plan, and annually in the Annual Progress and Services Report.   
 
Program Code, LNs 14808 - 15091 
The program code determines the value of element #16 by checking the child’s legal status table 
for a status value of “90” (adoption consummated), a characteristic code value of “02” (previously 
adopted), or a child previously adopted indicator of “Y” on the PERSON record.  If any of these is 
found, #16 is set to “yes.”    
 
If the previously adopted indicator is “N,” the value is set to “no” and if it is “U,” the value is set to 
“unable to determine.”  If the indicator is “yes” it is mapped to AFCARS “yes.” 
 
There is a default.  If anything other than “Y,” “N,” or “U” is found, this element is incorrectly set 
to “unable to determine” instead of blank.  Modify the program code to map missing data to blank.  
The field should not be mandatory to early in the case. 

#17 If yes, how old was the child when 
the adoption was legalized? 
 
[0 = Not Applicable] 
1 = less than 2 years old 
2 = 2-5 years old 
3 = 6-12 years old 
4 = 13 years or older 
5 = Unable to Determine 

2 Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab  
 
The State is making a change to pre-fill this field and the ever adopted field for those children 
adopted from State’s foster care system. 
 
NRC-CWDT, TA Report 6/2010 
Since child’s DOB is required by the system, this field that populates FC element #17 is calculated 
based on the year that the adoption took place. Workers enter an approximate age for any child for 
whom DOB is unknown, so this field is never empty. 
Recommendations: 

 If a child was previously adopted, the age at previous adoption should not be “not applicable.”  
If the age is not entered, FC element #17 should be reported as missing.  If no one is available 
to provide this information because a child has been abandoned, FC element #17 should be 
reported as “unable to determine. 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
 If the response to FC element #16 is “unable to determine,” the response to FC element #17 

should also be “unable to determine.”  
 “Unable to determine” should be selected if the child has been abandoned or the child’s 

parent(s) are otherwise not available to provide the information.  Remove any default to 
“unable to determine.” 

 As a reminder, this element should reflect all previous adoptions, whether the adoption 
occurred in the State or in another state or country, and whether the adoption was private or 
through the public child welfare agency. 

 
Frequency Report (n=9,997): Not applicable = 9,666 (97%); Unable to determine = 0; Age 
categories = 331; Not reported = 0 
 
All of the records reported in element #16 as “unable to determine” were incorrectly reported in 
element #17 as “not applicable.” 
 
Program Code, LNs 14808 – 153327 
If the child was previously adopted, the value of #17 is set to correspond to the AFCARS value for 
the child’s age recorded in their person table.  If there is a value but it isn’t one applicable to the 
AFCARS codes “1” through “4” the value of #17 is mapped to “5.”  If there is an age other than 
one that corresponds to the AFCARS values, this element must be set to blank.   
 
If the child was not previously adopted the value is set to “0.” 
 
See the recommendations made by the NRC-CWDT.  The program code must be modified to 
report element #17 as blank if the age is not known, even if element #16 is “yes.”  If element #16 is 
“unable to determine” because the child is abandoned or the parent is incapacitated, then element 
#17 must also be “unable to determine” instead of “not applicable.” 

Removal Episodes  Screen:  Custody Detail  
On the Medicaid application screen, there is a question on whether the child was in the hospital at 
the time of removal.   

#18 Date of First Removal from Home 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen:  Case/Custody Detail  
There is a field “Removal Date.” 
 
The Removal Date is when the court gave legal custody to the agency.  The State agency cannot 
physically remove a child until there is a judicial order (oral or written).  The Legal Status Detail 
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page is pre-populated from custody page.   
 
Based on Georgia statute, the court orders giving the agency responsibility for placement and care 
of a child cannot extend beyond one year.  At that time if the child has not been returned home and 
it is determined the child needs to remain in foster care, the agency must obtain a new court order.  
Occasionally, the agency does not get a new court order for the child before the order expires.  This 
leaves a period of time when the child remains in a foster care placement while the agency does not 
have court ordered placement and care responsibility.  The State has been including these cases in 
the foster file as a continuous removal episode but wanted clarification if they were doing this 
correctly.  As part of the post site-visit phase the Federal team evaluated the question and 
determined that the State is correct in how it has been handling these cases for AFCARS reporting 
purposes.   The agency should continue to report the child in AFCARS as continuously in foster 
care during the period between the expired court order and the establishment of a new court order.  
AFCARS regulations at 45 CFR 1355.40 and Appendix A, Section II indicate that the title IV-E 
agency must report any child under the placement and care or supervision of the title IV-E agency.  
Since the child remains in the foster care placement under the supervision of the title IV-E agency 
during this lapse in court orders, and has not otherwise met the definition of discharge (CWPM 1.2 
B.3 #4), these records should continue to be reported to AFCARS. 
 
Frequency Report 
There were 12 records reported with the invalid date of 18000101. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 8 (13%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 17357 - 17554 and 23579 - 23702 
The program code gets the first removal date from the CNSRVTRSHP_REMOVAL table where 
the removal type is not “ST” (short-term emergency care) and the removal date is prior to the 
report period end date.  The program code must be modified to not exclude “short-term emergency 
care” cases. 
 
The program code must be modified so that if in the first ever removal from home is an episode 
that was 24-hours or less in duration, the date of that episode is never included as a first removal 
date. 
 
The program code must be modified so that if in the first ever removal episode a child is on 
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runaway status at the time the agency obtained responsibility for placement and care, and who are 
still on runaway status at the end of the report period, the removal date is the date the agency 
received responsibility for placement and care (court ordered custody) of the child. 
 
The program code must be modified so that if in the first ever removal the child’s only placement 
was a hospital or a locked facility, this episode date is never to be selected as the first removal date. 
 
The program code must be modified so that if in the first ever removal the child’s first placement 
was a detention facility or a hospital and the child subsequently enters a foster care setting within 
the scope of title IV-E, the date of the foster care placement is to always be the first removal from 
home date. 

#19 Total Number of Removals from 
Home 

2 Frequency Report 
There are 1,955 records reported with two or more removals.  See element #20; there are 1,911 
records reported with a prior discharge date. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 17740 – 17884 and 19479 – 19602 
The program code counts all removal dates from the CNSRVTRSHP_REMOVAL table where the 
removal type is not “ST” (short-term emergency care).  The program code must be modified to 
include in the removal count those that have a legal status of “short-term emergency care.” 
 
There is no check to prevent counting future removals if this were a subsequent run for a previous 
reporting period. 
 
The program code must be modified to never count removal episodes that are 24 hours or less.   
 
The program code must be modified so that if the child’s only living arrangement is a hospital or 
detention at the time the title IVB/IVE agency obtains responsibility for placement and care, the 
program code excluding these records from the number of removal episodes. 

#20 Date Child was Discharged from 
last foster care episode (if applicable) 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab 
 
Frequency Report 
There are 1,911 records reported with a prior discharge date.  See element #19; there are 1,955 
records reported two or more removals.  The State indicated they have checked some of these and 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
traced the problem to the AFCARS history table. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 7 (11%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 18055 – 18678 
The program code selects the last discharge date from foster care prior to the current episode by 
selecting the max legal status date for the child where the status is “not in custody” immediately 
following a status of “in custody” and the status date is prior to the current removal.  If no value is 
found using this logic the date discharge is sought on the AFCARS history table for the child.  If a 
discharge date is found this date is used to populate element #20.  
 
The program code must be modified so that if there was a prior removal episode that was 24 hours 
or less, and the child later re-enters foster care, the end date of the previous 24-hour episode is not 
to be reported for this element. 
   
The program code must be modified so that if the child’s prior removal episode only contained a 
placement that was a hospital or detention, the end date of this episode is not to be reported for this 
element. 

#21 Date of Latest Removal 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen:  Case/Custody Detail  
There is a field “Removal Date.” 
 
Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 17647 – 17722 and 19604 - 19814 
The program code selects the most recent removal for the child from the conservatorship removal 
table where the removal type is not “ST” (short-term emergency care) and the removal date is prior 
to the end of the report period.  The program code must be modified to not exclude “short-term 
emergency care” cases. 
 
The program code must be modified so that if a child is on runaway status at the time the agency 
obtains responsibility for placement and care, the child is to be included in the AFCARS reporting 
population.  If at the end of the report period the child is still on runaway status, the date of removal 
and placement date (#23) will be the same, element #41 will reflect “runaway,” and the number of 
placements will be zero.  
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The program code must be modified so that if the child’s first placement was a detention facility or 
a hospital and then the child enters a foster care setting within the scope of title IV-E, the date of 
removal is the start date of this placement.   

#22 Date of Latest Removal 
Transaction Date  
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Program Code, LNs 20529 - 20697 
The program code gets the date of latest removal transaction date from the child’s AFCARS history 
table.    
 
There was some question as to whether this date is being modified on the system.  The State needs 
to ensure that the transaction date is set at the time the worker first enters a date of removal and that 
the transaction date will not change even if the worker corrects the date of removal.   
 
There are 15 records missing a transaction date in the 2011A file. 

#23 Date of Placement in Current Foster 
Care Setting 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen:  Case/Placement/Placement Information 
There is a time field associated with the placement date.  The State may want to consider using this 
date when calculating if a removal episode is 24 hours or less.  
 
There is a field “Placement Type” and a check-box for “Temporary Placement.”  When a 
caseworker enters a placement for the child that is a locked facility (i.e., detention), they are trained 
to also check the “Temporary Placement” box.  The State staff indicated this is used because the 
child will be returning to the same foster home.  The foster home bed will be held for the child and 
the family will be paid (for up to 10 days).  However, the program code is incorrectly excluding 
these and so detention is not being reported. 
 
When the caseworker enters the date the detention placement ended, the history screen only shows 
two lines.  One for the original placement with a start date but no end date and the detention with 
start and end dates.  There was not a line reflecting the child returning to the first setting.  In 
AFCARS this situation is counted as three placements.  
 
The temporary box is also used for hospital stays.  In situations where the “temporary placement” 
exceeds 10 days, the caseworker has to end the primary placement. 
 
Frequency Report 
There are 82 records with a missing date.  There are 83 records in element #41 missing a location. 
 
Program Code, LNs 19098 – 19131 and 21097 - 21433 
The program code selects the date of placement from the event, placement, and person tables for 
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the child where the placement start date is prior to the end of the reporting period, and the 
placement is not temporary (concurrent or respite), and the placement actual or planned code is “A” 
(actual).   The program code must be modified to include concurrent placements that are hospitals 
stays, locked facilities (e.g., detention), and other relevant temporary placements.  The program 
code is correctly excluding respites.  
 
In regard to hospital stays and when to include them or not is determined by whether the stay is for 
acute care or not.  The Federal team reviewed the State’s Medicaid plan.  The State and the Federal 
team need to discuss how the State intends to define acute care.  
 
The program code does not check for the value got “home of parent” (PRN).  The program code 
must be modified to include the date a child is placed in his/her own home while the agency has 
responsibility for placement and care.  
 
If runway is entered as a concurrent placement, the program code must be modified to check for it 
also and report the date the runaway status began. 
 
If a child moves from one cottage to another on the same campus, the date of the move is 
incorrectly reported for this element.  The move from one cottage to another on the same campus 
should not change the placement date. 

#24 Number of Previous Placement 
Settings in This  Episode 

2 Screen:  Case/Placement/Placement Information 
 
Frequency Report 
There are no records with a missing count. But there were missing dates and placement locations.   
 
Case File Review Findings: 22 (38%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 19134 – 19199 and 20805 - 21096  
The program code counts the child’s number of placement settings in the current episode by 
executing a count on the placement table for all placements in the current removal event where the 
placement planned or actual code is “A” (actual), the placement type is not home of parent or 
runaway, the placement is not a temporary one (concurrent or respite) and the placement start date 
is prior to the report period end date.  See the findings in element #23 regarding the entry of 
concurrent placements.  The program code must be modified to include detention placements and 
non-acute hospitalizations in the number of placements.  The State and the Federal team need to 
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discuss how the State intends to define acute care. 
If a child moves from one cottage to another on the same campus, the move is being incorrectly 
counted.   

#25 Manner of Removal From Home 
for Current placement Episode 
 
1 = Voluntary 
2 = Court Ordered 
3 = Not Yet Determined 

4 Screen:  Case/Custody Detail 
 
Program Code, LNs 19203 – 19215 
The program code gets the removal type code for the child’s current episode from the 
CNSRVRSHP_REMOVAL table.  If the code indicates “voluntary” #25 is set to “1.” Otherwise it 
is set to “2.” There is no code to set it to “3.”  

Actions or Conditions Associated With 
Child’s Removal (Indicate all that apply 
with a “1”.) 
 
[0-Does not Apply] 
1-Applies 

 Screen:  Case/Custody Detail 
All the reasons that are associated with these elements are located on this screen.  However, the 
screen prints provided by the State for the review indicated that elements 31 – 33 are collected on 
the Case/Person/Person Detail screen under the child’s physical/medical and behavior fields.  
These fields are not to be used for the purpose of reporting these elements. 
 
Program Code, 20359 – 20527 and 22968 – 23019 
The program code reads all removal reasons in the removal table for the child’s current removal 
episode and maps them to the AFCARS elements.  If a reason is not selected, the AFCARS 
elements are set to “does not apply.”  Additionally, if no reasons are found on the removal table, 
the program code incorrectly checks the allegations table.  Lastly, if no reasons are selected, the 
program code will report all elements #26 – 40 as “does not apply.”  The program code is to be 
modified to only check the removal reasons table and not the allegation table.  If no reasons are 
selected, these elements must be set to blank.   

#26 Physical Abuse 
 

3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 1 of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#27 Sexual Abuse 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 3 of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#28 Neglect 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 9 (14%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 20453 - 20524 
There is a help icon and the box indicates that Domestic Violence, Emotional abuse, Medical 
neglect, and Parent refuses are all situations that the worker would select neglect.  The State should 
consider adding these as options in order to track them. 

#29 Parent Alcohol Abuse 3  
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 2 
#30 Parent Drug Abuse 
 

3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#31 Child Alcohol Abuse 
 

3 
2 

 

#32 Child Drug Abuse 3 
2 

 

#33 Child Disability 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 16 (25%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  See program code findings below.  
 
Program Code, LNs 20453 - 20524 
Mapping form indicates this element is set to applies if any of 11 -15 are applies. This is to be 
commented out.  This element should be based solely on whether the caseworker selected it as a 
contributing reason for why the child was removed from home and placed in foster care. 

#34 Child’s Behavior Problem 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 6 (9.4%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#35 Death of Parent 3 
2 

 

#36 Incarceration of Parent 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#37 Caretaker Inability to Cope Due to 
Illness or Other Reasons 

3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 4 (6%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#38 Abandonment 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 5 (8%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#39 Relinquishment 3 
2 

System/Screen 
At the time of intake if an infant is identified as a Safe Haven Infant the worker enters the intake as 
“Special Circumstances.”  This allows a more tailored approach to what needs to be entered into 
the system during the investigative stage.   
 
In GA, Safe Haven infants are seven days or less in age. 

#40 Inadequate Housing 3 
2 

Case File Review Findings: 6 (9%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 

#41 Current Placement Setting 
 
1 = Pre-Adoptive Home 

2 Screen:  Case/Placement/Placement Information 
There is a field “Placement Type” and a check-box for “Temporary Placement.”   
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2 = Foster Family Home-Relative 
3 = Foster Family Home-Non-Relative 
4 = Group Home 
5 = Institution 
6 = Supervised Independent Living 
7 = Runaway 
8 = Trial Home Visit 
 

In the Placement Information Section, there is a check-box for “Trial Home Visit.”  There are two 
date fields below this that indicate court ordered begin/end dates.    
 
If the caseworker checks APPLA as a goal, the system automatically takes the worker to the 
placement screen where information on permanent home is to be completed.   
 
There are a series of questions that must be answered each time the child enters a new placement.  
This is tied to the child/family case plan.  The information goes to the courts through the court 
interface. 
 
See the findings in foster care element #23 regarding the use of concurrent placement. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997): Pre-Adoptive Home = 239 (2%); Foster Family Home (Relative) = 
1,729 (17%); Foster Family Home (Non-Relative) = 6,132 (61%); Group Home = 136 (1%); 
Institution = 1,631 (16%); Supervised Independent Living = 0; Runaway = 35 (0.35%); Trial Home 
Visit = 12 (0.12%); Not reported = 83 (.83%) 
 
Case File Review Findings: 6 (10%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 19246 – 19312 and 23346 - 23577 
The program code determines the current placement setting by using the placement type found on 
the placement table where the start and end dates are not the same, and mapping it to AFCARS 
values.  The program code must be modified to not exclude placements that start and end on the 
same date. 
 
The State needs to verify that if a relative is licensed as a “SFH” (specialized foster home), that it 
would be correctly reported as “foster family home-relative.”   
 
“PRN” (parent) is mapped to “trial home visit.”  The mapping form indicates if duration is less than 
6 months.  In the routine for element #56, date of discharge, there is logic to calculate six months.  
See element #56 for additional notes. 
  
The program code will have to be modified to adjust for number of days used for acute care 
hospitalization. 
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If foster parents adopt child, there is an issue of caseworkers not selecting pre-adoptive home.  The 
State needs to address through training and supervisory oversight. 

#42 Is Current Placement Out-of-State? 
 
1=Yes (Out of State placement) 
2=No (In-State placement) 

4 Screen:  Case/Placement/Placement Information 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Yes = 1,097 (11%); No = 8,900 (89%); Not reported = 0 
 
 Case File Review Findings: There were four errors in the case file review where the AFCARS 
value was “yes” but the reviewer found that the placement was in-State.  
 
Program Code, LNs 19326 - 10347 
The program code checks the State code of the most current placement address.  If it is “GA,” the 
value of element #42 is mapped to “no.” Otherwise it is mapped to “yes.” 

#43 Most recent case plan goal 
 
1 = Reunify With Parent(s) Or Principal 
Caretaker(s) 
2 = Live With Relative(s) 
3 = Adoption 
4 = Long Term Foster Care 
5 = Emancipation 
6 = Guardianship 
7 = Case Plan Goal Not Yet Established 
 
 
 
 

2 Screen: Family Plans/Foster Care Case Plan Family Detail 
The list of options includes “Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement through Long-term 
foster care” and “Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement through Emancipation.” 
 
Georgia policy is that if the child has permanent connection to an adult the goal is “Another 
Planned Permanent Living Arrangement through Long-term foster care.”   
 
A goal of adoption can be established prior to TPR. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Reunify = 4,866 (49%); Live With Other Relative(s) = 777 (8%); 
Adoption = 2,074 (21%); Long-Term Foster Care 191 (2%); Emancipation = 511 (5%); 
Guardianship = 156 (2%); Case Plan Goal Not Yet Established = 1,422 (14%); Not reported = 0 
 
Case File Review Findings: 6 (9.4%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 23704 – 23779 and 41454 - 41548 
The program code reads the “event person link,” “FCCP family,” and “event tables.”  The program 
code selects the most recent approved case plan goal where the date is before the end of the report 
period and after the start of the latest removal episode.   The State’s values are correctly mapped to 
AFCARS with the exception of “Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement through Long-
term foster care” (mapped to “long-term foster care”) and “Another Planned Permanent Living 
Arrangement through Emancipation” (mapped to “emancipation”).   Based on the State’s policy, 
the mapping is reversed.  The State needs to modify the program code to map “Another Planned 
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Permanent “Living Arrangement through Emancipation” needs to be mapped to the AFCARS 
value of “long-term foster care.”  The goal “Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement 
through Long-term foster care” needs to be mapped to “emancipation.” 
 
All other values (as well as missing data) are mapped to “7.”  If the child has been in care for 60 
days or less and a case plan goal has not been entered, then this element can be reported as “not yet 
established.”  Otherwise, after 60 days this element is to be set to blank if there is no goal entered 
into the system. 

Principal caretaker(s) information  Program Code, LNs 23782 – 23960 
The program code determines the principle caretakers from the person screen and sets the 
appropriate file keys for the person records of caretaker one and two.   

#44 Caretaker Family Structure 
 
1 = Married Couple 
2 = Unmarried Couple 
3 = Single Female 
4 = Single Male 
5 = Unable to Determine 

2 Screen:  Person Detail 
The options on the screen are:  Divorced, Married, Separated, Single/Never Married, Widowed, 
and Child/not applicable. 
 
There is no option that would account for infants entering foster care under the Safe Haven Baby 
Program.  The State needs to add an option such as “abandoned” or “Safe Haven Baby.” 
See the options on the screen for the foster parent family structure.  It is a more detailed list and the 
State may want to consider using this list instead.  Regardless, it seems the two lists should be 
consistent. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Married Couple = 0; Unmarried Couple = 508 (5%); Single Female 
= 7,464 (75%); Single Male = 611 (6%); Unable to Determine = 1,414 (14%); Not reported = 1 
 
Note that the 2011A file contained no records that indicate the caretakers from whom the child was 
removed were married.   
 
Case File Review Findings: 33 (52%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  There were 23 cases with errors where the AFCARS file indicate “unable to determine” 
for the marital status but each case the reviewer was able to identify information on the people 
from whom the child was removed from prior to placement into foster care.   
 
NRC-CWDT, TA Report 6/2010 
The State is using a complex algorithm to derive this element. If the birth year for one of the 
principal caretakers is unknown (FC elements #45 and #46) or sex of one of the caretakers is 
missing (a non-mandatory value in the system), the system overrides this element to “unable to 
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determine” in order to avoid infinite loops.  In these instances “unable to determine” is reported 
even if the worker had entered a family structure into SHINES. 
 
Program Code, LNs 23964 – 24320 
The State’s extraction process has not changed from what is described above in the NRC-CWDT’s 
findings.   
 
The program code gets the child’s principle caretaker(s) marital status and gender codes from their 
person records and determines the value of element #44 as follows: 

1) if there are two caregivers (male and female) and each has a marital status of married or 
separated the value of #44 is mapped to “1,” 

2) if there are two caregivers (male and female) and either has a marital status other than 
married or separated map the value of #44 to “2,” 

3) if only one female caretaker is identified the value of element #44 is mapped to “3,” 
4) if only one male caretaker is identified the value of element #44 is set to “4,” 
5) if only one caretaker is identified and the gender is not known the value of #44 is set to 

“5.” 
 
This element should be mapped to spaces if nothing was entered for marital status or gender.   
 
The program code does not account for same-sex couples.  
 
Using the list that is the same as the one for foster parents would eliminate the need to check for 
gender and would allow a straight mapping to the AFCARS values.  The State would need to add 
the option “unmarried couple.”   
 
There is a need for training in order to clarify with workers that marital status is referring to the 
actual legal marital status of the individual(s) from whom the child was removed, separate from the 
living arrangement or informal status of the individuals involved.  

#45 1st Primary Caretaker’s Birth Year 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 
 
 

2 
3 

Screen:  Person Detail 
This is a required field.  There is no accounting for infants entering foster care under the  Safe 
Haven Baby Program.  The system must be modified to allow for a missing year of birth. 
 
Frequency Report 
There is one case with a year of birth of 1901, three in 1912, and 1 in 1919.  There is one record 
with a year of birth in 2010.  There are 1,408 records missing a year of birth. 
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Case File Review Findings: 23 (36%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 23979 – 24320 
The program code gets the first primary caretaker’s birth year from their person record. 

#46 2nd Primary Caretaker’s Birth Year 
(if applicable) 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 
3 

Screen:  Person Detail 
This is a required field.  There is no accounting for infants entering foster care under the  Safe 
Haven Baby Program.  The system must be modified to allow for a missing year of birth. 
 
Frequency Report 
There is one case with a year of birth of 1901and three in 1912.  There is one record with a year of 
birth in 2008.  There are 1,408 records missing a year of birth. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 10 (16%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 23979 – 24320 
The program code gets the second primary caretaker’s birth year from their person record. 

#47 Mother’s Date of TPR 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen:  Legal Actions and Outcomes Detail 
On the Person Detail screen there is a field for the date of death. 
 
Once TPR occurs, the case is moved into the adoption stage. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 10 (16%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 40399 - 40682 
The program code checks for the mother’s TPR date.  The logic reads all records on the legal 
action table for the mother’s person number and also extracts the date of death from her person 
record if present.  If there is a date of death, that is used as the value of element #47.  Otherwise, 
the code selects the most recent date for a legal action of “VLM” (voluntary surrender mother) or 
“VAM” (voluntary surrender adoptive mother), or a hearing type/court order of “TPM” (TPR 
mother) or “TPA” (TPR adoptive mother) and an outcome code (“TPC,” “TPS,” “TPT,” or “TPG”) 
that indicates that TPR was granted. 
 
The program code needs to be modified to extract the hearing date. 
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#48 Legal or Putative Father’s TPR 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen:  Legal Actions and Outcomes Detail 
 
Case File Review Findings: 9 (14%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS. 
 
Program Code, LNs 40684 - 40966 
The program code executes the legal LEGACT2 cursor to find the father’s TPR date.  This reads all 
records on the legal action table for the father’s id and also extracts the date of death from his 
person record if present. If there is a date of death that is used as the value of element #48. 
Otherwise the code selects the most recent date for a legal action of voluntary surrender by the 
father (“VSF,” “VLS,” “VBF,” “VAF,” “VLF”), or a hearing type/court order of  termination 
(“TOF,” “TFL,” “TFF,” “TFB,” “TFA) and an outcome code (“TPC,” “TPS,” “TPT,” or “TPG”) 
that indicates that TPR was granted. 
 
The program code needs to be modified to extract the hearing date. 

Foster family home - parent(s) data  Program Code, LNs 24658 - 24970 
This code is only performed if element #41 is “1,” “2,” or “3.”  The program code extracts all the 
demographic information for the foster parent(s) from their person and CAPS resource records. 

#49 Foster Family Structure 
 
0 = Not Applicable 
1 = Married Couple 
2 = Unmarried Couple 
3 = Single Female 
4 = Single Male 

2 Screen: Home Information 
The home of the foster family is entered first then the person detail screens are completed.  
 
The Home Information screen contains a field marital status.  The options are: Married Couple, 
Divorced Female, Divorced Male, Separated Female, Separated Male, Single Female, Never 
Married, Single Male, Never Married, Widowed Female, and Widowed Male. 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Not applicable = 1,977 (20%); Married Couple = 4,508 (45%); 
Unmarried Couple = 31 (0.31%); Single Female = 3,128 (31%); Single Male = 349 (4%); Not 
reported = 4 (0.04%) 
 
Based on the frequencies for element #41, there should only be 1,814 records reported as “not 
applicable” in element #49.  There are 163 more records reported in element #49 as “not 
applicable.”  
 
There were 8,100 records reflecting the child’s living arrangement as a foster home.  The total 
records reported in this element for a family structure is 8,016.  
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There were errors in the State’s test cases regarding the incorrect reporting of “not applicable.”  
 
Program Code, LNs 25797 – 26341 
The program code extracts the child’s foster parent(s) marital status and gender codes from their 
person and CAPs resource records and determines the value of element #49 as follows: 

1) if there are two foster parents (male and female) and each has a marital status of married or 
separated the value of #49 is mapped to “1,” 

2) if there are two foster parents (male and female) and either has a marital status other than 
married or separated map the value of #49 to “2,” 

3) if only one female foster parent is identified the value of element #49 is mapped to “3,” 
4) if only one male foster parent is identified the value of element #49 is set to “4,” 
5) if only one foster parent is identified and the gender is not known the value of #49 is 

incorrectly set to “0.” Needs to be mapped to blank 
 
An option for “unmarried couple” needs to be added.   

#50 1st Foster Caretaker’s Birth Year 
 
 

3 Screen: Person Detail 
 
Frequency Report 
There are 12 records with a year of birth in 1905, 12 in 1912, 1 in 1915, 2 in 1920, and 3 in 1923. 
 
There are 20 records reflecting the foster parent is a minor (born after 1992). 
There are 1,986 records missing a year of birth.  Based on the numbers in element #41, there 
should only be 1,814. 
 
Program Code, LNs 24648 - 26341 
The program code gets the first foster parent’s birth year from their person record.  

#51 2nd Foster Caretaker’s Birth Year 3 Screen: Person Detail 
 
Frequency Report 
There is one record with a year of birth in 1905, six in 1912, and 1925. 
 
There are 4 records reflecting the foster parent is a minor (born after 1992). 
 
There are 5,502 records missing a year of birth.  Based on the numbers in element #49, there 
should only be 5,458. 
 



AFCARS ASSESSMENT REVIEW FINDINGS: Foster Care Data Elements 
State: Georgia 

AFCARS Reporting Period: October 1, 2010 – March 31, 2011 (2011A) 

DHHS/ACF/ACYF/Children’s Bureau Page 25 
December, 2011 

Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
Program Code, LNs 24648 - 26341 
The program code gets the second foster parent’s birth year from their person record. 

#52 1st Foster Caretaker’s Race 
 
a. American Indian or Alaska Native 
b. Asian 
c. Black or African American 
d. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander 
e. White 
f. Unable to Determine 
 
0 = Does not Apply 
1 = Applies 

3 Screen: Person Detail 
 
There were 1,814 records reported in element #41 that reflected the child was living in a non-foster 
home setting.  There were 1,986 records reported with no race information. 
 
For foster parents, “unable to determine” is only to be used if they refuse to provide this 
information. 
 
Program Code, LNs 24648 - 26341, LNs 26361 - 26452 
The program code gets the first foster parent’s race from their person race record.  

#53 1st Foster Caretaker’s Hispanic or 
Latino Origin 
 
[0 = Not applicable]  
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

2 Screen: Person Detail 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Not applicable = 1,994 (20%); Yes = 212 (2%); No = 7,328 (73%); 
Unable to determine = 462 (5%); Not reported = 1 (.01%) 
 
There were 1,814 records reported in element #41 that reflected the child was living in a non-foster 
home setting. There were 1,994 records reported as “not applicable.”  Missing data are not to be 
reported as not applicable, this element should be reported as blank.  The number of records 
reported as “not applicable” should only reflect those records where the child is in a non-foster 
home setting. 
 
For foster parents, “unable to determine” is only to be used if they refuse to provide this 
information. 
 
Program Code, LNs 25494 – 25510 and 332482 - 32584 
The program code gets the first caretaker’s Hispanic or Latino origin code from the person and 
person ethnicity tables corresponding to the id selected for the first caretaker. The three values are 
mapped to their AFCARS equivalents. Anything else found is mapped to spaces. 

#54 2nd Foster Caretaker’s Race (if 
applicable)  
 

3 Screen: Person Detail 
 
There were 1,814 records reported in element #41 that reflected the child was living in a non-foster 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
a. American Indian or Alaska Native 
b. Asian 
c. Black or African American 
d. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander 
e. White 
f. Unable to Determine 
 
0 = Does not Apply 
1 = Applies 

home setting.  There were 8,100 records in element #41 indicating the child was in a foster home.   
 
Element #49 indicates there were 4,539 records with married/unmarried family structure.  There 
were 4,495 records reported with race information.   
 
For foster parents, “unable to determine” is only to be used if they refuse to provide this 
information. 
 
Program Code, LNs 24648 - 26341, 26361 - 26452 
The program code gets the first foster parent’s race from their person record.  

#55 2nd Foster Caretaker’s Hispanic 
Origin 
 
[0 = Not Applicable] 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

2 Screen: Person Detail 
 
Frequency Report:  There were 5,483 records reported as not applicable.   There were 5,291 
records of children living in a non-foster home setting and those living in a foster home with a 
single foster parent.  Missing data must be mapped to blanks. 
 
Program Code, LNs 27927 - 27942 and 332482 - 32584 
The program code gets the second caretaker’s Hispanic or Latino origin code from the person and 
person ethnicity tables corresponding to the id selected for the first caretaker. The three valid 
values are mapped to their AFCARS equivalents. Anything else found is mapped to spaces. 

#56 Date of Discharge from foster care 
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

2 Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab 
 
Program Code, LNs 17928 – 18042 , 21434 – 21530 and 22144 - 22504 
The program code determines the date of discharge from foster care by one of several options: the 
most recent legal status date where the child’s legal status is “not in custody” after a status of “in 
custody,” which occurred after the current removal date; or the child’s home visit discharge date 
when the home visit exceeds the court ordered end date (this should be in the commented out 
section), or, the date the child turned 18 (if applicable).  If none of these are found, element #56 is 
left blank. 
 
If the child is in the agency’s responsibility for placement and care, and there is no specified period 
of time noted in the court order or by state policy, then the child may be reported as discharged for 
AFCARS purposes.  However, if there is language in policy or the court order that might extend 
the agency’s responsibility for placement and care beyond six-months, then the child is to remain in 
the AFCARS reporting population. 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
 The date the hearing occurred is what is to be reported for this element and not the date the judge 
signs the order. 

#57 Date of Discharge Transaction Date  
 
___(mo) ___ (day)____(year) 

4 Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab 
 
Program Code, LNs 17928 – 18042 , 21434 – 21530 and 22144 - 22504 
The database does not contain a field that is explicitly a discharge transaction date.  The program 
code sets the value of element #57 in different ways depending on how element #56 is set.  If a 
discharge date is found on the legal status table, the discharge transaction date is set to the date the 
event occurred on the event table corresponding to that legal status change and, if the child aged 
out during the reporting period the discharge transaction date is set to the date the child turned 18. 

#58 Reason for Discharge 
 
[0 = Not Applicable] 
1 = Reunification with Parent(s) or 
Primary Caretaker(s) 
2 = Living with Other Relative(s) 
3 = Adoption 
4 = Emancipation 
5 = Guardianship 
6 = Transfer to Another Agency 
7 = Runaway 
8 = Death of Child 

2 Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab 
 
Program Code, LNs 18743 - 18774  
The program code checks the legal status code when the value of element #56 is not blank.  This 
element maps the State’s values as:  
- if the discharge date is based on the trial home visit end date or if the legal status code is 

“AFS,” “AFC” or “NPC” (reunification with parents/primary caretakers) #58 is set to “1,” 
- if the legal status code is “NPR” (living with relatives) #58 is set to “2,” 
- if the legal status code is “NAF” (adoption) #58 is set to “3,” 
- if the discharge date is based on the child turning 18 or the legal status code is  “NCE,” “NCT” 

or “ILP” (emancipation) #58 is set to “4,” 
- if the legal status code is “NGP” (guardianship) #58 is set to “5,” 
- if the legal status code is “NCO,” “NTT,” “CTD,” or “NCS” (transfer to another agency) #58 

is set to “6,” 
- if the legal status is “NCD” (death of child) #58 is set to “8” and, 
- all other legal status values #58 is set to “0.” 
 
There is no logic to set the value of #58 to “runaway.”  Currently, the State defaults these to 
“reunification with parents.”  Modify the program code to report “runaway” if at the time the 
agency’s responsibility for care and placement is dismissed the child is on runaway status.  
 
If the discharge is the result of an expired “Trial Home Visit (Placement Type Parents),” the 
discharge reason is set to “reunification with parents/primary caretakers.”   
 
If the discharge is the result of a child turning 18 during the period, the discharge reason is 
“emancipation.”    
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#59 Title IV-E (Foster Care) 4 Screen: Foster Care Eligibility/Legibility Summary 

There are the fields “Actual Eligibility” and “Reimbursability.” 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 5,811 (58%); Applies = 4,186 (42%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 36928 - 37069 
The program code reads the eligibility table to determine the value for element #59.  It selects the 
most recent eligibility record for the child where the start date is prior or equal to the report period 
end date and the end date is null or  greater than the report period begin date. If a Title IV-E (Foster 
Care) record is found that matches these conditions the output value is set to “1” (applies), 
otherwise it is set to “0” (does not apply). 

#60 Title IV-E (Adoption Subsidy) 4 
2 

Screen: Legal/Legal Status Tab; Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 9,383 (94%); Applies = 614 (6%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 28906 - 29062 
The program code reads the legal status and event tables to determine the value of element #60.   
The program code executes a count on the legal status table for records where the legal status is 
“090” (adoption consummated), the legal status date occurs prior to the end of the report period and 
the adoption finalized date that is within the report period.   
 
The program code appears to be looking only at records of finalized adoptions.  This element is 
reflect whether title IV-E adoption subsidy is a source of income to the child prior to the 
finalization of an adoption.  The State may want to remove the check for legal status in order to 
determine if this element is being correctly reported.   

#61 Title IV-A (Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children) 

2 Screen:  Income and Resources Detail (Person Detail Page Sub-Module) 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 9,221 (92%); Applies = 776 (8%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 29241 - 29384 
The program code reads the income and resources table to determine the value of element #61.  It 
checks for an income type of “TAN,” that the resource start date is less than (prior to) the foster 
care report period end date and the resource to date is greater than the foster care report period 
begin date. If the result of the count is greater than “0” the value of #61 is set to “1” (applies), 
otherwise it is set to “0” (does not apply). 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
The program code is not checking for a payment after child enters foster care.  Modify the program 
code to only check for title IV-A as a source of income to the child that is in foster care.  

#62 Title IV-D (Child Support) 2 Screen:  Income and Resources Detail (Person Detail Page Sub-Module) 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 9,459 (95%); Applies = 538 (5%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 29509 - 29640 
The program code reads the income and resource table to determine the value of element #62.  It 
executes a count on the table for all records for the child where the resource type is “CSP,” the 
resource from date is less than the foster care report period end date and the resource to date is 
greater than the foster care report period begin date.   If the result of the count is greater than “0” 
the value of #62 is set to “1” (applies), otherwise it is set to “0” (does not apply). 
 
The program code must be modified to check for a payment greater than zero. 

#63 Title XIX (Medicaid) 4 Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 973 (10%); Applies = 9,024 (90%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 36928 - 37069 
The program code reads the eligibility table to determine the value of element #63.  It selects the 
most recent eligibility record for the child where the start date is less than the report period end date 
and the end date is null or  greater than the foster care begin date. If a Title XIX Medicaid record is 
found that matches these conditions the output value is set to “1” (applies), otherwise it is set to “0” 
(does not apply). 

#64 SSI or other Social Security Act 
Benefits 

2 Screen:  Income and Resources Detail (Person Detail Page Sub-Module); Foster Care Eligibility, 
come/Expenditures 
 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 9,509 (95%); Applies = 488 (5%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28768 – 28904 and 29241 - 29384 
The program code reads the income and resources table to determine the value of #64.  It executes 
a count on the table for records belonging to the child in question where the income type is “SSI,” 
the resource from date is less than the foster care report period end date and the resource to date is 
greater than the foster care report period begin date.  If the result of the count is greater than “0” the 
value of #61 is set to “1” (applies), otherwise it is set to “0” (does not apply). 
 
The State is not mapping SSA (RSDI).   
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#65 None of the Above 4 Screen:  Income and Resources Detail (Person Detail Page Sub-Module) 

 
Frequency Report (n=9,997):  Does not apply = 9,496 (95%); Applies = 501 (5%) 
 
Program Code, LNs 28810 - 29507 
The program code checks the values of elements #59 through #64 and if any of them is greater than 
“0” it sets the value of element #65 to “applies.”   Otherwise, if all of them are equal to “does not 
apply” it sets the value to “1.”   If no information is found, this element is set to spaces. 

#66 Amount Of Monthly Foster Care 
Payment (regardless of source) 

2 Program Code LNs 28842 – 28844 and 29064 – 29153 
The program code executes a process that cycles through all invoice and delivered service detail 
records for the child for the reporting period and for all items where the invoice type is “ADS” 
(adoption assistance), “FSC” (foster care), “EFC” (emergency payment foster care) or “EAA” 
(emergency payment adoption assistance), the amounts are tallied for the last full month reported 
and used to populate element #66. 
 
The program code must select a full month payment, not a partial month.  
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#1 State FIPS Code 4 Program Code, LN 198 

The state code (“13”) is hardcoded in the program. 
#2 Report Period End Date 4 Program Code,  LNs 513 – 519  

The program code gets the report period end date from the batch parameter table.   
#3 Record Number 4 Program Code,  LNs 634 – 652 

The program code selects the record number as the encrypted 12 digit person number of either a 
child who is adopted from foster care (use old person number) or non-incident adoption (use new 
number) where the event (adoption finalized) occurred during the reporting period. 
 
At the time the case enters the post-adoption phase (PAD) the child is given a new person 
number. 

#4 State Agency Involvement 
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 

4 Program Code,  LN 218 
The value of element #4 is always set to “1” for “Yes.” 
 
 

#5 Child Date of Birth 4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LN 654 
The program code gets the child’s date of birth from the person record.  

#6 Child Sex 
 
1 = Male 
2 = Female 

4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 668 – 673 
The sex code is retrieved from the child’s person record. 

#7  Child’s Race 
 
a. American Indian or Alaska Native 
b. Asian 
c. Black or African American 
d. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander 
e. White 
f. Unable to Determine 
 
0 = Does not apply 
1 = Apply 

3 
4 

Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 710 – 742 
The race fields are initialized to “0.” The program code extracts the child’s race codes from their 
person race record and correctly maps the State’s values to the AFCARS race value.  
 
If a race is not found, the elements are incorrectly reported as “does not apply.”  Since this 
information is collected from the Person Detail screen and has the same rules applied to it as 
noted in foster care element #8, this field most likely will never be blank.  The State should 
though modify the program code to map this element to blank if no race information has been 
entered. 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#8 Child Hispanic Origin 
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

3 
4 

Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 760 – 781 
The program code gets the child’s Hispanic origin code from the person ethnicity table. 

#9 Has Agency Determined Special 
Needs 
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 

4 Screen:  Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
Once the case has progressed to the adoption stage, the application for adoption assistance is 
initiated.  
 
The screen contains the options “Post March 1, 2010” and “Pre March 1, 2010.”  In the section 
labeled “approval,” there is a question whether the special needs determination is approved and 
the response options are: yes, no, and defer.   
 
The State needs to submit a copy of the pre-March 1, 2010 screen.  
 
There is an option “IV-E Medicaid.” - Not sure meaning from the legacy system.  State is 
going to drop the IV-E part.  Where did we find this?  I don’t see on the screens sent 
originally by the state.  
 
Frequency Report (n=550):  Yes = 496 (90%); No = 54 (10%); Not reported = 0 
 
Program Code,  LNs 915 – 977 
The program code extracts the special needs determination flag from the special needs 
determination table or (if not found here) the event status from the child’s event table for an 
approved adoption subsidy within the reporting period.  

#10 Primary Basis for Determining 
Special Needs 
 
0 = Not Applicable 
1 = Racial/Original Background 
2 = Age 
3 = Membership in a Sibling Group 
4 = Medical Conditions or Mental, 
Physical or Emotional Disabilities 
5 = Other 

4 Screen:  Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
The screen contains the options “Post March 1, 2010” and “Pre March 1, 2010.” This is because 
there was a policy change in the determination of special needs that went into effect on March 1, 
2010.  The post March 1, 2010 options are: A child that has been in the care of a public/private 
agency or individual other than the biological or legal parent for more than 24 consecutive 
months; a child who is a member of a sibling group of two or more placed in the same home; a 
child with a physical, mental or emotional disability, as validated by a licensed physician or 
psychologist; and, not applicable.  
 
Frequency Report (n=550): Not applicable = 54 (10%); Race/Original Background = 39 (7%); 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
Age = 23 (4%); Sibling group = 215 (39%); Medical, etc. = 156 (28%); Other = 63 (11%); Not 
reported = 0 
 
Program Code,  LNs 978 – 997 
The program code sets the primary basis of special needs based on the indicator found in the 
child’s special needs determination table.  These values match exactly the AFCARS code values. 

#11 Mental Retardation 2 Screen:  Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
 
Program Code,  LNs 999 – 1002 
The program code will set elements #11 – 15 regardless of what the primary basis for special 
needs is in element #10.  These elements should only be check for if the primary basis is 
“medical conditions or mental, physical or emotional disabilities.”  The case file review found 
two cases in which one of the elements in #11 – 15 was “applies” but element #10 was not 
“medical conditions or mental, physical or emotional disabilities.” 
 
The program code sets the value of element #11 to “applies” if the special needs determination 
flag indicates mental retardation, otherwise it is set to “does not apply.” 

#12 Visually/Hearing Impaired 2 Program Code,  LNs 1003 – 1007 
The program code sets the value of element #12 to “applies” if the special needs determination 
flag indicates visually/hearing impaired, otherwise it is set to “does not apply.” 

#13 Physically Disabled 2 Program Code,  LNs 1008 – 1012 
The program code sets the value of element #13 to “applies” if the special needs determination 
flag indicates physically disabled, otherwise it is set to “does not apply.” 

#14 Emotionally Disturbed 2 Program Code,  LNs 1013 – 1017 
The program code sets the value of element #14 to “applies” if the special needs determination 
flag indicates emotionally disturbed, otherwise it is set to “does not apply.” 

#15 Other Diagnosed Condition 2 Program Code,  LNs 1018 – 1022 
The program code sets the value of element #15 to “applies” if the special needs determination 
flag indicates other diagnosed conditions, otherwise it is set to “does not apply.” 

#16 Mother's Birth Year 2 
4 

Screen:  Person Detail 
See the findings for the caretaker’s year of birth in the foster care matrix (element #44).  While 
the data for this element appears more accurate, the State needs to continue to monitor it for 
accuracy in the foster care file and the for the foster care stage of the case.  Also, the State needs 
to make sure that for infants entering under Safe Haven, the year of birth is left blank. 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
Program Code,  LNs 1033 – 1135 
The program code extracts the mother’s year of birth from her person record. 

#17 Father's Birth Year 2 
3 

Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Case File Review Findings: 7 (23%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  The AFCARS field was blank, but reviewers found a birth year in the case file. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1033 – 1135 
The program code extracts the father’s year of birth from his person record. 

#18 Mother Married at Time of Birth 
 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

3 Screen: Person/Citizenship and Identity 
 
Frequency Report (n=550):  Yes = 132 (24%); No = 313 (57%); Unable to determine = 105 
(19%); Not reported = 0 
 
Case File Review Findings: 5 (17%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  In the error cases the AFCARS file indicated “unable to determine” but the reviewers 
were able to determine that the mother was not married at the time of the child’s birth. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1209 - 1227 
The program code checks the indicator for mother married at time of birth from the child’s 
person detail record. 

#19 Date of Mother's TPR 2 Screen:  Legal Actions and Outcomes Detail 
TPR Hearing date is entered in the Legal Action and Outcome Detail Screen.  The caseworker 
enters a hearing under “actions.”   
 
Often judges make TPR effective date same as the hearing date.  The caseworker will check 
“TPR Granted” in the outcomes list. 
 
Case File Review Findings: 6 (20%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.  The cases marked in error were because the signature date and not the hearing date 
was reported to AFCARS.  It was also noted that the date reported for TPR is not consistent.  In 
some instances the date was the hearing date and in others it was the signature.  Since there is not 
a consistent reporting of this information.  The State must ensure consistency by instructing 
caseworkers what date goes in each field and extracting the date the hearing occurs. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1136 – 1208 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
The program code extracts this information from either the non-incident AFCARS table or the 
legal action table, taking the most recent TPR date found.  

#20 Date of Father's TPR 2 Screen:  Legal Actions and Outcomes Detail 
 
Case File Review Findings: 5 (17%) of the records analyzed did not match what was reported in 
AFCARS.   
 
Program Code,  LNs 1136 – 1208 
The program code gets the value element #20 from either the non incident AFCARS information 
table or the legal action table, taking the most recent TPR date found. 

#21 Date Adoption Legalized 2 
3 

Screen: Legal Status Details 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1228 – 1250 
The program code extracts the most recent status date for “NAF” (not in DFCS custody – 
adoption finalized). 
 
Since the State is using the transaction date associated with the foster care discharge date 
(element #56 and #57), the date reported in this element should be the same as the discharge date 
reported in element #56.  For additional information, see General Requirements #13.  
 
There was a case that included in the case review where the child’s adoption hearing occurred in 
October, 2010.  However, the judge did not sign the adoption order until March, 2011.  It was 
this date and not the hearing date that was reported in AFCARS.  Based on all materials in the 
case file, this adoption was considered finalized in October.  The State needs to re-evaluate if it 
the hearing date or the signature date is the one that makes the adoption legal.  If the hearing date 
is the date the adoption is final, then it should be the one reported to AFCARS.  The State and 
Federal team will need to further discuss how this information is entered into SHINES and 
determine if any further action is required. 

#22 Adoptive Family Structure 
 
1 = Married Couple 
2 = Unmarried Couple 
3 = Single Female 
4 = Single Male 

4 Screen: Home Information 
This information is collected on the same screen as the foster parent marital status (foster care 
element #49).  The home of the family is entered first then the person detail screens are 
completed. 
 
The options in the marital status field are: Married Couple, Divorced Female, Divorced Male, 
Separated Female, Separated Male, Single Female, Never Married, Single Male, Never Married, 
Widowed Female, and Widowed Male. 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
Program Code,  LNs 1251 – 1300 
The routine in the adoption program code is not the same as the one used in the foster care 
program code for foster parents.  The adoption program code selects the marital status of the 
resource associated with the most recent placement from the resource history table and maps the 
marital status to the AFCARS adoptive family structure codes as follows: 
“01” (married couple), “07” (separated female), and “09” (separated male) are mapped to “1,” 
 “19” (unmarried couple) is mapped to “2,” 
“03” (divorced female), “11” (single female never married), and “15” (widowed female) are 
mapped to “3,” 
“05” (divorced male), “13” (single male never married), and “17” (widowed male) are mapped to 
“4.” 
 
The State indicated that both individuals who consider themselves a couple but are not married 
cannot both be legal adoptive parents.  So, there will be no records reported as ”unmarried 
couples.” 

#23 Adoptive Mother's Year of Birth 4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1301 – 1420 
The program code uses the placement and resource history tables to select the appropriate person 
id for the mother and then selects the mother’s year of birth from her person record.  

#24 Adoptive Father's Year of Birth 4 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1301 – 1420 
The program code uses the placement and resource history tables to select the appropriate person 
id for the father and then selects the father’s year of birth from his person record.  

#25 Adoptive Mother's Race 
 
 

2 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
There are no records with missing data however, there are 15 records reflected in element #22 for 
single male.    
 
Program Code,  LNs 1301 – 1420 
The program code uses the mother’s person number selected for element #23 and obtains the race 
code(s) associated with that number.  The State race values are correctly mapped to the AFCARS 
values. 
 
All records with missing information are mapped to “does not apply.”     
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
#26 Adoptive Mother's Hispanic 
Origin 
 
0 = Not Applicable 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

2 
3 

Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 871 – 812 
The program code determines the mother’s Hispanic origin by interrogating the code(s) found on 
the person ethnicity table associated with the selected mother’s person number. 
 
The State needs to ensure that since this field is the same used for foster parents that the data in 
the adoption file is accurate based on the findings and corrections made for foster care element 
#53 or #55.  

#27 Adoptive Father's Race 2 Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1301 – 1420 
The program code uses the father’s person id selected for element #23 and obtains the race 
code(s) associated with that person number.  
 
There are no records with missing data however, there are 138 records reflected in element #22 
for single female.    All missing are being mapped to “does not apply.”   

#28 Adoptive Father's Hispanic 
Origin 
 
0 = Not Applicable 
1 = Yes 
2 = No 
3 = Unable to Determine 

2 
3 

Screen:  Person Detail 
 
Program Code,  LNs 871 – 812 
The program code determines the father’s Hispanic origin by interrogating the code(s) found on 
the person ethnicity table associated with the selected father’s person number. 
 
The State needs to ensure that since this field is the same used for foster parents that the data in 
the adoption file is accurate based on the findings and corrections made for foster care element 
#53 or #55. 

#29 –32 
 
0 = Does not Apply 
1 = Applies 

 Screen: Case/Placement/Placement Information/Adoptive Placements (ADO only)/Adoptive 
Placement Relationship 
There are check boxes for these elements in the placement information section of the screen.   
More than one box can be selected. The options are:  Non-Relative Caretaker; Prior Foster 
Parent; Other Relative – Birth/Marriage; and, Stepparent caretaker. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 
The program code checks each of the options and maps each one to the appropriate AFCARS 
value.  If more than one is selected, then the program code will map each one to AFCARS. 

#29 Relationship of Adoptive Parent 4 Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
to Child - Stepparent  
#30 Relationship of Adoptive Parent 
to Child - Other Relative 

4 
3 

Case File Review Findings: There were 10 cases marked questionable because the AFCARS file 
only indicated “foster parent” and the reviewer did not note whether the adoptive parent was a 
relative or a non-relative.  
 
The State needs to provide oversight to ensure all applicable relationships are checked. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 

#31 Relationship of Adoptive Parent 
to Child - Foster Parent 

4 
3 

Case File Review Findings:  There were two responses that should have been “applies” instead of 
“does not apply.” 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 

#32 Relationship of Adoptive Parent 
to Child - Other Non-Relative 

4 
3 

Case File Review Findings: There were 10 cases marked questionable because the AFCARS file 
only indicated “foster parent” and the reviewer did not note whether the adoptive parent was a 
relative or a non-relative.  Additionally, there were six error (20%) cases that should have been 
“applies” instead of “does not apply.” This was an additional relationship. 
 
The State needs to provide oversight to ensure all applicable relationships are checked. 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 

#33 Child Was Placed from 
 
1 = Within State 
2 = Another State 
3 = Another Country 

4 Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 
The program code sets the value of element #33 by using the value found in the child’s adoption 
placement record’s ADO type field. This code’s values are the same as the AFCARS values. 

#34 Child Was Placed by 
 
1 = Public Agency 
2 = Private Agency 
3 = Tribal Agency 
4 = Independent Person 
5 = Birth Parent 

3 
4 

Program Code,  LNs 1422 – 1490 
The program code sets the value of element #34 by using the value found in the child’s adoption 
placement record’s code adopted by field. This code’s values are the same as the AFCARS 
values. 

#35 Receiving Monthly Subsidy 
 
1 = Yes 

4 Screen: Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
 
Frequency Report (n=550): Yes = 496 (90%); No = 54 (10%) 
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Data Element Rating Factor Findings 
2 = No Program Code,  LNs 1491 – 1551 

The program code looks for an adoption subsidy determination code on the child’s adoption 
subsidy record where the subsidy effective date is before the report period end date and the 
adoption subsidy end date is after the report period start date.   If found it sets the value of 
element #35 to “1.” Otherwise it is set to “2.”  The program code also checks for Medicaid only 
as one of three potential subsidy types.  

#36 Monthly Amount 4 Program Code,  LNs 1491 – 1551 
The program code looks for an adoption subsidy amount on the child’s adoption subsidy record 
where the other selection criteria are the same as for element #35 and if found uses this amount to 
populate element #36. 
 
If the subsidy is for Medicaid only, the program code reports zeros. 

#37 Adoption Assistance - title IV-E 
 
Yes 
No 

4 Screen:  Adoption Assistance/Adoption Assistance Application 
 
Program Code,  LNs 1491 – 1551 
The program code looks for an adoption subsidy determination code on the child’s adoption 
subsidy record for IV-E subsidy types where the subsidy effective date is before the report period 
end date and the adoption subsidy end date is after the report period start date.  If found, the 
value of element #37 is set to “1.” Otherwise it is set to “2.” 

 
 


