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Anyone who
attended the
AAHMI Research
Conference held
June 16-18, 2009
at the University
of North Carolina
Chapel Hill would
tell you that the
event was an
overwhelming
success! The goal of the conference was to provide a
forum of exchange around a broad spectrum of re-
search and model practices that lead to stabilizing
healthy marital relationships, promoting responsible
fatherhood, and improving overall child outcomes.
Designed for researchers, state and local human ser-
vice professionals and practitioners, community and
faith-based leaders and youth, this conference con-
vened more than 450 adults and youth from around
the country.

| Diann Dawson gives opening remarks

The conference
format was com-
prised of six
plenaries and 25
workshops held
over 2 /2 days.
Workshops were
divided into five
“tracks” - Healthy
Marriage and
Responsible Father-
hood (HMRF), Youth and Media (YM), Faith-Based and
Neighborhood Partnerships (FBNP), Relationship Finance:
Economic Strategies for Families (ESF) and Health and
Healthy Marriage (HHM). Participants had the option of
attending any workshop or attending specific tracks.

The audience listens with anticipation

After welcome and opening remarks were given by
Diann Dawson (Director, Office of Regional Opera-
tions—ACF), Dr. Stacey Bouchet (Annie E. Casey
Foundation), Dr. Archie Ervin (UNC—CH) and Dr.
Nancy Dickinson (UNC-CH), Dr. Alvin Poussaint
(Harvard University Medical School) and Dr. Lorraine

C. Blackman
8 (Indiana Univer-
I sity) delivered a

- riveting presenta-
Sl tion titled The
African American
Family Experience:
The Black Family in
the 2 st Century.
The session re-
ported on the
unique historical
evolution of the African American family in our country
and how this evolution has impacted healthy marriage,
responsible fatherhood and family structure. Dr. Pous-
saint and Dr. Blackman provided practical applications
on how to integrate the distinctive African American
history into the work done with fathers, couples and
families.

Pictured (I to r): Dr. Lorraine C. Blackman,
Dr. Alvin Poussaint, and Joyce A. Thomas

The opening ple-
nary was followed
by presentations

? in each track:
Absentee Fathers in
Black America:
Where are the
Fathers? (HMRF—
Dr. Naviar Barker
and Ron Collier),
It’s All About LOVE...Isn’t it” (YM—Ahlishia Shipley, Nisa
Muhammad and Dr. Rozario Slack), Faith-Based Interven-
tion: Empowering African American Fathers with Responsible
Leadership (FBNP—Dr. Charles E. Lewis, Jr., Terrence
Lewis and Thanh Nguyen), Community Development Solu-
tions to Economic Issues (ESF—Robert Woodson) and
BEYOND THE T4 CELL COUNT: The Far-Reaching Impact
of HIVIAIDS (HHM—Dr. Tricia Bent-Goodley and Akilah
Ferrell).

One of the many families in attendance

The afternoon plenary was titled Fatherhood and Healthy
Marriage: An Interactive Panel Discussion with Today’s Afri-
can American Elected Officials and featured Vanessa Wil-
liams (National Conference of Black Mayors), The Hon-
orable Wayne Smith (Mayor of Irvington, NJ) and The

Continued on Page 2
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Saving Our Boys, Re-
covering Our Men

“...Professionals and
policy makers who
are invested in a
strengths-based per-
spective on empow-
ering African Ameri-
can individuals, fami-
lies, and communi-
ties should set as a
paramount goal in-
creasing the capacity
of males to serve as
husbands and
fathers” (Blackman,
2006, 2005, 2002;
Blackman, Clayton,
Glenn, Malone-Colon
& Roberts, 2005;
Parker, 2002)

Continued from Page 1

Honorable A.C.
Wharton, Jr.
(Mayor of Shelby
5 County, TN). The
panel shared how
W and why they
~ initiated and im-
plemented healthy
marriage and re-
sponsible father-
hood activities in
their communities
including the impact that these activities have had. Later
in the afternoon, there was a joint telecast plenary with
National Partnership for Community Leadership
(NPCL) and the Healthy Marriage Policy Development
Forum.

Pictured (I to r): Carlis V. Williams, Vanessa
Williams, The Honorable A.C. Wharton, Jr. and
The Honorable Wayne Smith

End of the day
workshops in-
cluded: Strengths
and Challenges in
African American
Relationships and
Marriages: A Panel
Discussion
(HMRF—Dr. Cas-
sandra Chaney,
Dr. Linda
Skogrand, Dr.
Jeffrey Shears and Robert and Malverna Streater),
Launching a National Conversation about Marriage through
the National Healthy Marriage Resource Center (NHMRC)
National Media Campaign (YM—Ellen Holman and Pat-
rick Patterson), Left Behind: Children and Families in Bond-
age (FBNP—Dr. Creasie Finney Hairston and Omar
Jahwar), The Best Things in Life are Free (ESF—Dr.
Charles E. Lewis, Jr. and Vernon Williams) and Is it Me?
Stress, Mental Health Outlook and Sustaining Relationships
through Separation, Chronic or Terminal Disease (HHM—
Dr. Sharon Rabb and Rev. Dr, Ken Walden). The youth
attended an evening session designed for them called
Positive Xchange in Action.

Pictured (I to r): David Lett and Dr.
Charles M. Sutton

Day 2 began with a
touching plenary by
Dr. Dennis Orthner
(UNC-CH) and Rev.
Dr. Ken Walden
(Chaplain USAF) titled
Down But Not Out:
Supporting Military Cou-
ples. The presenters
spoke about the many
challenges of military
families, including
separation due to deployment, financial difficulties and

Pictured (1 to r): Dr. Dennis Orthner
and Rev. Dr. Ken Walden

parenting. They also discussed strategies to help military

families cope with these challenges.

The morning workshops following the opening plenary
were: Practice and Implementation: Skill-Based Relationship
Education Programs for African Americans (HMRF—Dr-.
Tricia Bent-Goodley, Dr. Lorraine C. Blackman and Dr.
Obie Clayton), Something Good in the Hood (YM—
William Wubbenhorst, Robert Woodson and Omar
Jahwar), Domestic Violence and the Black Church: Stepping

Up and Stepping
Out (FBNP—Dr.
Oliver Williams
and Dr. Ruth
M) Lambert), The

‘S| Best Things in Life
are Free (ESF—
Dr. Charles E.
Lewis, Jr. and

The conference welcomed youth from
around the country!

Vernon Williams)
and An Ounce of:

Reducing Inequities in Health Through Prevention (HHM—
Dr. Larry LeFlore and Dr. Sharon Rabb). The luncheon
featured brief presentations by The Honorable Willie
E. Burns, Mayor of Washington, GA, a song from Omar
Jahwar of Vision Regeneration and a testimonial with
song from Calvin and Rasheeda Burton. The audience
was wowed!

The afternoon ple-
nary, The Naked
Truth: What’s Love
Got To Do With It?
focused on the
moving personal
stories of author
and motivational
speaker Marvelyn
Brown and Kemba
Smith, founder of

Moderator Christopher Bates
(standing) with panelists (I to r) Marvel|
lyn Brown and Kemba Smith

the foundation that
bears her name. An overview of domestic violence,
drugs and incarceration and HIV/AIDS was presented.
Audience participants had several questions for both
young women.

The afternoon workshops for the day were: What We
Know and Don’t Know: The State of Research on African
American Marriages and Relationships (HMRF—Dr. Cas-
sandra Chaney, Dr. Obie Clayton, Dr. Robert A. Mays,
Jr. and Linda Mellgren), Engaging Teens in Your Commu-
nity Healthy Marriage Initiative (YM—Dr. Francesca
Adler-Baeder and Charles Jackson), Trials and Triumphs:
Making the Case for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Involve-
ment (FBNP—Rev. Dr. Lonnie McLeod and Terrence
D. Walton), Financial Management for Couples After De-
ployment: A Panel Discussion (ESF—Steve Day and Eliza-
beth Carroll, JD) and Preaching to the Choir: Keeping
Your Home Fires Burning While Helping Others (HHM—
Darcel Dillard-Suite, Dr. Derek H. Suite and Rev. Jef-
frey Thomas). The evening was topped off by a net-
working reception.

The final day of the
conference began with
the plenary titled Trials
and Triumphs: Making
the Case for Faith-Based
and Neighborhood In-
volvement. Presenters
Rev. Dr. Lonnie

CENTER

McLeod (LJM Consult-

Regional Administrator Leon ants) and Terrence D.

McCowan introduces the plenary

Walton (DC Pre-trial

Services Agency) talked about the vital role that faith-
based and community agencies play in assisting ex-
offenders transitioning back to their communities and

Continued on Page 3
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families. The panelists spoke of the various challenges (family separation, unemployment, discrimination, etc.) and

strategies to address them.

The concluding workshops were: Managing Relationships in Complex Blended/Step Families (HMRF—Dr. Francesca
Adler-Baeder, Dr. Sheila Austin and Bishop G.F. Austin, DD), Unveiling Your Best Self—Yes You Can, Yes You Will
(YM—Dr. Jennifer Kerpelman, Dr. Rozario Slack and Nisa Muhammad), Religion, Race and Relationships in Urban Amer-
ica (FBNP—Dr. Brad Wilcox, Dr. Jason D. Carthen and Dr. Jamesena Carthen), Financial Difficulty, Stress and Their
Effects on African American Marriages (ESF—Dr. Karen D. Lincoln and Vernon Williams) and The Relationship Between
Marriage and Obesity in the African American Community (HHM—Emily Fitzgibbons Shafer and Dr. Carmen Samuel-

Hodge).

Dr. Karen D. Lincoln (University of Southern California) and Dr. Debbie Barrington (Columbia University) led the
plenary A Social Determinant of Health: Linking the Relationship Between Marital Status and Health Outcomes for Adults and
Children. Two studies were highlighted—Stress, Marital Satisfaction and Mental Health Among African Americans and The
Increasing Protection of Marriage and Infant Low Birth Weight Across Two Generations of African American Women.

The conference closed with remarks from inspirational speaker Dr. Gloria Burgess (author of Dare to Wear Your Soul
on the Outside) . Dr. Burgess emphasized the need for service to others and changing the world around us for better.
She explained that we are called to connect and use our skills, gifts, talents, resources and passion to serve others,
creating opportunities that transform lives of many around us. She closed by asking everyone in the audience to get
their act together, put on their traveling shoes and get on the road to being of service and use to others!

Check the AAHMI website in Fall 2009 for complete conference proceedings!

Spotlight On the Region: Regions I, 11, and I1I

Over 200 participants
attended the 2009 North-
east Family Strengthening
Conference held May 27-
28, 2009 at the beautiful
Providence Biltmore
Hotel in Providence,
Rhode Island. ACF part-
ners included Children’s
Friend, ESPERANZA, Family First DC, Family Violence
Prevention Fund, Greater Philadelphia Healthy Mar-
riage Coalition, Massachusetts Children’s Trust Fund,
Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty, NJ Depart-
ment of State Office of Faith-Based Initiatives, NY State
Fatherhood Initiative, Region Il Head Start Association
and Rhode Island Parent Information Network.

Dr. Maria Kefalas and Mary Ann
Higgins

Day one of the conference featured a keynote address
by noted author, researcher and teacher Dr. Maria
Kefalas, Associate Professor of Sociology at St. Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia, PA. Dr. Kefalas discussed the
reasons for the explosion of mother-only families. Dur-
ing lunch, attendees heard from panelists Juan Carlos
Arean, Joe Jones, Nisa Muhammad and Maria Tevo-
rovsky who spoke about recognizing, responding to,
and preventing domestic violence. Workshop topics
included: What’s Working in Marriage and Relationship
Education, The Fundamentals of Family Finance, Introduc-
tion to Capacity Building, Parenting as Partners, Keeping a
Roof Overhead, Understanding Cultural Issues in Marriage
and Family Strengthening, Perception of Fathers in the Me-
dia and Investing in Staff Development.

Plenary sessions on
day two were led by
Dr. Tim Nelson,
Professor at Har-
vard University

||| Kennedy School of
& Government and
Julie Baumgardner,
Executive Director
of First Things First,
Chattanooga, TN.
Dr. Nelson spoke on
fatherhood in the
lives of low income men; Ms. Baumgardner talked
about tools needed for successful collaborations.
Workshop topics included: Revenue Development Strate-
gies, Working With Incarcerated Parents and Their Families,
Supporting Military Families and Engaging Fathers in Child
Welfare. A 2010 conference is being discussed!

Pictured (I to r): Joyce A. Thomas,
Veronica Ray, Deidra Ierardi, Mary
Ann Higgins, David Lett, and Julie
Baumgardner

Please send comments or questions to
Darlene Tart at
Darlene.Tart@acf.hhs.gov
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Director

Regional Operations
Diann Dawson
Diann.Dawson@acf.hhs.gov
(202) 401-4802

Regional Specialists

1 (CT, ME, MA, NH, R, VT)
Josephine Hauer

osephine.Hauer@acf.hhs.gov
(617) 565-1123

11 (NJ), NY, PR, VI)

Barbara Andrews
Barbara.Andrews@acf.hhs.gov
(212) 264-2890, ext 101

1l (DE, DC, MD, PA, VA,
WV)
Darlene Tart

Darlene.Tart@acf.hhs.gov
(215) 861-4060

IV (AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC,
SC, TN)

Bridget Minor
Bridget.Minor@acf.hhs.gov
(404) 562-2903

V (IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI)
Vander Green
Vander.Green@acf.hhs.gov
(312) 886-4914

VI (AR, LA, NM, OK, TX)
Larry McDowell
Larry.Mcdowell@acf.hhs.gov
(214) 767-7327

VII (IA, KS, MO, NE)
Karen Elliott
Karen.Elliott@acf.hhs.gov
(816) 426-2799

VIII (CO, MT, ND, SD,UT,
WY)

Sandy Naatz
Sandy.Naatz@acf.hhs.gov
(303) 844-7346

IX (AZ, CA, HI, NV, AS, FM,
MP, GU, MH, PW)
Mona Mann

Mona.Mann@acf.hhs.gov
(415) 437-7632

X (AK, ID, OR, WA)
Janice Holt

anice.Holt@acf.hhs.gov
(206) 615-2552

Lewissa Swanson
Lewissa.Swanson@acf.hhs.gov
(206) 615-2573
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Regional Roundup

Local HM/RF Grantees Attend ACF-Sponsored Meeting

Region V hosted a meeting for local Healthy Marriage and Responsible
Fatherhood grantees on May 21, 2009. The meeting was entitled Up
Front and Center, Promising Practices for RF and HM Grantees. The purpose
of the meeting was to bring grantees together to develop ideas on how
they can work together to better support families in the greater Chi-
cago area. Grantees were given the opportunity to share their services,
as well as strengths and challenges they had experienced while doing
this very significant work. Other community service providers were
also invited to participate and share how their services are making an
impact in their respective communities. Future meetings will be held to
discuss more specific topics, including the important role that health
plays in sustaining relationships.

Washington, Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood Coalition of
Lakewood, Healthy Marriage and Families Yakima and F.A.M.E. Fresh
Start.

Region X hosted a second National Fatherhood Initiative (NFl) Father-
hood Workshop on March 25th which brought in 70 participants from
local not-for-profits to learn more about the work of NFI and engage in
conversation about working with fathers while providing services to the
family. Ron Clark presented a comprehensive workshop for staff of
public and private organizations to reflect on their experience and ap-
proach to engaging men/fathers in the work they do. The workshop
also included a panel of five local fathers who shared their personal
stories of working to maintain or establish relationships with their chil-
dren.

3rd Annual AAHMI Summit and NFI Fatherhood Workshop
hosted by Region X

Governor Sonny Perdue of Georgia signs
‘““Responsible Fatherhood Month’’ Proclamation

w Region X was host to the 3™ Annual AAHMI
3 - Strengthening the Family Summit in Seattle, WA
el v )  on March 24™ which was attended by over

7 175 community members from around the

= Region. The all-day event was opened by
Diann Dawson of ACF and Terome Fulmore
of Communities of Western Washington-
AAHMI (CWW-AAHMI). Mr. Fulmore shared
with the audience that March 2009 had been
proclaimed Healthy Marriage Month by Greg
Nickels, Mayor of Seattle.

Pictured (1 to r): Diann
Dawson, Terome Fulmore,
Marvin Charles, and Ronda
Fulmore

National speakers Dr. Linda Malone-Colon,
(Hampton University), and Dr. Rozario Slack
(Rozario Slack Enterprises, LLC) led the
morning plenary session addressing the im-
portance of a two-parent household in rela-
tion to child-well being. Dr. Slack also fo-
cused on the important role fathers have in
their children’s lives.

Pictured: Janice King-
Dunbar (ACF-Region X)
and Dr. Rozario Slack

During the lunch
program, the audience heard from Region
10 HM/RF grantees regarding the work
they are doing locally and also from Jack
Kemp with Stronger Families (formerly
Families Northwest) who spoke to the
need of providing resources to individuals

Since 2009 was the
100th Anniversary of
celebrating Fathers'
Day, and Responsible
Fatherhood being a key
initiative of DHHS/ACF,
Region IV asked each
Governor of the eight
States in the Southeast
to proclaim June as
"Responsible Father-
hood Month". Six of
the eight States complied
and the other two did

Pictured: W. Kenneth Jackson, Governor Sonny
Perdue and Carlis Williams

and families on healthy relationships and
healthy marriages. The afternoon was spent
in workshops covering issues on addiction

Pictured: Terome Fulmor,
Steve Henigson (ACF-Region
X) and Marvin Charles

and the family, violence in the African
American family, marriage and fatherhood education and positive youth
development. The closing speaker, Judge Patricia Clark King, County
Superior Court, Juvenile Court focused on the strengths and successes
of the African American family.

The event was presented in partnership with CWW-AAHMI, Divine
Alternative for Dads Services (D.A.D.S.), Center for Human Services,
Council for Children and Families (CCF), Children’s Home Society of

not because of prior
commitments to that month. As a result of their effort, the Regional
Administrator, Carlis Williams and the Deputy Regional Administrator,
W. Kenneth Jackson were invited to the Georgia State Capitol to meet
with Governor Sonny Perdue as well as have a photo taken with him
during the actual signing.

Kansas Healthy Marriage Institute
SAVE THE DATE: SEPTEMBER 25, 2009

KHMI Presents the Keynote Address:
"Don't Worry; It's Just My First Wedding"

By Kay Reed, Executive Director of The Dibble Institute
And 12 more workshops youll love!

The Institute will be held To Register Contact:
at bethroberts@sunflower.com

First Presbyterian Church or at (785)766-5887
2415 Clinton Pkwy
Lawrence, KS 66047

Registration Fees:
755 for individuals
90S for couples
6 CEU’s Available for 15 fee
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ACF Happenings

Community Forum Highlights Fatherhood

ACEF Participating at Fatherhood Summit

The Abyssinian Bap-
tist Church in Har-
lem, New York was
the site for a com-
munity forum Can
Government Programs
Meet the Challenges of
Low-Income Fathers?

The program opened

ACF Region Vl is joining the Hispanic Family Initiative and Fathers and
Families Coalition of America, Houston Affiliate for their first father-
hood summit, September 15-16, 2009 in Houston, Texas. The theme is
Motivating Fathers, Restoring Families and Strengthening Communities and
promises a dynamic lineup of topics and speakers. Additional informa-
tion will be provided as it becomes available and can also be found

at http://www.azffc.org.

with a welcome

Pictured (1 to r): George, Father (last name
withheld), Ron West, Helen Mitchell, Joyce A.
Thomas, Alicia M. Crowe, Dr. Ronald Mincy,
Frances Pardus-Abbadessa, Thomas Quiiiones,
David A. Hansell, and Scott Cade . Photo
courtesy of Michelle James

from Reverend Calvin O. Butts lll,
Pastor of The Abyssinian Baptist
Church and remarks by Dr. Ronald
Mincy, Director of the Center for

Research on Fathers, Children and
Family Well-Being at Columbia University, and Joyce A. Thomas, Re-
gional Administrator of ACF, Region |l. The featured event of the eve-
ning was a panel discussion devoted to issues related to child support,
which was followed by a spirited question and answer period. The fo-
rum concluded with remarks about State and national policy and non-
custodial parents from David A. Hansell, then Commissioner of the
NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance and ACF’s current
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, and Helen Mitchell, Director of
Strategic Planning and Policy Development for Congressman Danny K.
Davis. There was a service provider fair and dinner following the forum.

The event was sponsored by The Abyssinian Baptist Church Men’s Min-
istry, The Center for Research on Fathers, Children and Family Well-
Being, The National Fatherhood Leaders Group, the New York City
Human Resources Administration Office of Child Support Enforcement
and the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance.

Resources Available for Families and Practitioners

ACEF is pleased to share three excellent healthy marriage resources:
TwoOfUs.org, HHS University Communities of Practice (CoP) and the Mar-
riage Education Curriculum Assessment Guide. TwoOfUs.org is an interac-
tive website developed by the NHMRC and launched as part of a public
education campaign. The website, which is targeted to young adults
gives seekers access to relationship resources. Visit http://
www.TwoOfUs.org for more information.

HHS University Communities of Practice (CoP) are collaborations of people
sharing their knowledge and experiences on-line within a learning por-
tal. Tools featured on the CoP include: calendar of events, library,
threaded discussions and live chats, member directory and related
links. Browse the CoP public content now at https://
hhsu.learning.hhs.gov/communities/.

Practitioners will find the Marriage Education Curriculum Assessment
Guide a particularly useful resource for reviewing and comparing mar-
riage education materials. The guide is user-friendly and will aid in the
selection of a curricula most appropriate for the population being
served. Download the document at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/
healthymarriage/pdf/acf2009_curriculum_assessment_guide.pdf

Spotlight On Health: Health Disparities
by Barbara Andrews

“Low income Americans and racial and ethnic minorities experience
disproportionately higher rates of disease, fewer treatment options, and
reduced access to care” according to a U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services report released in June 2009 on health disparities in
America.

Health Disparities: A Case for Closing the Gap focuses on some of the dif-
ferences that currently exist concerning rates of disease, access to care,
and the lack of routine care and prevention. The report highlighted the
high rates of obesity, cancer, diabetes, and AIDS among racial and eth-
nic minorities. According to the report, “one of the most glaring dis-
parities is apparent in the African American community, where 48% of
adults suffer from a chronic disease compared to 39% of the general
population.” African Americans are also more likely to develop and die
from cancer than any other racial or ethnic group.

Several factors, including a lack of health insurance, contribute to re-
duced access to quality health care. The lack of health insurance often
results in the lack of a regular source of medical care and a primary care
provider. Poor communication with a health care provider was also
cited as contributing to less access to preventative care. Improper or
inconsistent management of chronic diseases, like diabetes, can result in
more numerous and more severe complications, such as kidney disease
and foot amputations.

When the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services launched
Healthy People 2010 in 2000, it established a comprehensive ten-year
agenda for our nation’s health. One of the national goals set was to
“eliminate health disparities among segments of the population, includ-
ing differences that occur by gender, race or ethnicity, education or
income, disability, geographic location, or sexual orientation.”

To read the complete report, visit http://www.healthreform.gov/
reports . More information about health disparities is available from
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (http://
www.ahrg.gov) and the Office of Minority Health (http://
www.omhrc.gov/), components of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, and The Commonwealth Fund, a private foundation, at
http://www.ahrq.govl/.
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