
	[image: image1.png]




	[image: image2.png]




	[image: image3.png]




	March 28, 2007  
 Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative 
 Strengthening Marriages to Strengthen Children 

	[image: image4.png]




	[image: image5.png]




	In This Issue 
[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]



· New Resources for Strengthening Marriages 

· El Paso's Partners for Life 

[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.png]



[image: image11.png]



Quick Links 
[image: image12.png]



[image: image13.png]



[image: image14.png]



· Related Topics 

· More About the Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative 

[image: image15.png]



[image: image16.png]



[image: image17.png]



Top of Form

Join our mailing list!
[image: image18.wmf]

1101329149693



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image19.wmf]

oi



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Text.1 [image: image20.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Submitbutton.1 [image: image21.wmf]Join


Bottom of Form

[image: image22.png]



[image: image23.png]



[image: image24.png]



[image: image25.png]



Greetings from the Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative. This newsletter is being sent to you as a result of your name being listed on the initiative's Listserve. Our hope is to share helpful and timely information with you on a regular basis, highlighting some of the most pertinent information relative to the work of Hispanic-serving organizations engaged in marriage strengthening work. 
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 New Resources for Strengthening Marriages
  

The Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initaitive is pleased to share new resources to assist marriage education initiatives serving recent immigrants. The tips sheet and summary findings on recent immigrants is an addition to the existing aids for program leaders. Click here to access these documents. 

The Center for Law and Social Policy recently released a new publication to address the issues relative to adapting healthy marriage programs for disadvantaged and culturally diverse populations. Specifically, the author addresses adaptations such as program leadership, training staff, education settings, ras well as ecruitment and retention. To read more, click here to access this new CLASP publication. 
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 El Paso's Partners for Life 
 Initiative Builds Stronger Marriages and Happier Families 
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For Head Start parent Martha Jara, dealing with financial woes and raising young children (of whom one has a learning disability), put a strain on her marriage. She learned to deal with life’s adversities by creating a stronger union with her common law husband, Alfonso Tachiquin, and saved their family from divorce.

Martha and Alfonso are proud parents of four children who range in age from four to six years. They are one of more than 200 couples who participated in the ESC Region 19 Head Start’s “Partners for Life” marriage education program. The program, implemented since 2003, is designed to enrich marriage relationships through a series of comprehensive trainings based on key issues affecting the family. Today, Martha credits the Partners for Life Program for her husband’s newly formed commitment to their relationship and their family.

“He’s spending more time at home with our kids and me,” said Martha, as she emotionally speaks of the strides she and Alfonso have made over the past few years. “We’ve never had more respect for each other or been more in love than now,” said Martha before taking a moment to wipe away her tears of joy. 

The Partners for Life Marriage Education Program begins each year with an extensive recruitment effort at each of the 32 Head Start Centers. During the enrollment process for preschool, family service workers identify families who would benefit from the marriage education program. They are invited and encouraged to participate. Throughout the year, as family service workers conduct home visits with the families, they continue to identify families and help them to enroll in the Partners for Life. In addition, on- going presentations are conducted at parent meetings and brochures and flyers are disseminated throughout all 32 Head Start Centers. 

Once the couples enroll in the Partners for Life, they are provided with an orientation about the marriage education program that outlines purpose, content, time commitments, and expectations. The Partners for Life Marriage Education Program consists of information, activities, and techniques for building successful and healthy relationships that positively impact the family, children and community. Eight workshop sessions that focus on topics such as Communication, Finance, Priorities and Parenting are provided in a period of four months. “A great support system is created among the couples,” said Marisela Esquinca, Parent Leadership Program Manager. “Couples share their experiences and learn that they are not alone.”

After attending the eight sessions couples re-commit to one another during a renewal of vows ceremony. From wedding cakes to white linens, Partners for Life creates a ceremony, in which couples exchange vows and commit to continue working on their relationship. 

“I’ve seen couples enhance and improve their relationship through the Partners for Life Program, therefore, it is important, that we continue to strive to bring back the commitment to marriage which is not new. Our grandparents and some of our parents are examples of marriage for life but somehow throughout the years the commitment has been lost. So we look forward in continuing to impact the lives of children and their families by creating a stronger family unit” said Margarita B. Gomez, Family Health and Community Assistant Director. 

Martha and Alfonso continue to nurture their relationship and the raising of their children. Both continue to be active in Head Start and are now striving to develop a career through Head Start’s new fatherhood program. They have also taken on the leadership role of mentoring other couples. The ESC Region 19 Head Start Program’s Partners for Life Marriage Education Program is an example of a positive intervention in the life of preschool children and their family.

The Partners for Life Marriage Education Program has been crafted and is implemented by the ESC Region 19 Head Start Program, led by Dr. Blanca E. Enriquez. This Head Start Program is the third largest program in the state of Texas serving over 4000 infants, toddler, and preschool children and has earned an exemplary rating by the Head Start Office through its PRISM evaluation. Click here to learn more about Region 19 Head Start. 

Region 19 Head Start Website  
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Thank you for your interest in the Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative and more importantly, thank you for all you do on behalf of Hispanic couples and their children. 

Mil Gracias! 
Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative 



email: hhmi@urbanstrategies.us 

web: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/healthymarriage/index.html 
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