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 The Hispanic Family Research Agenda
 Oklahoma City, OK 

On September 17 and 18, 2007, researchers and program evaluators from throughout the country gathered together to discuss the particular needs of Latino families, identify information/research gaps and encourage the expansion of the knowledge base related to healthy marriage work with Hispanic couples.

Healthy marriage program evaluators presented initial findings and lessons learned from various surveys and studies conducted with Hispanic participants of healthy marriage programs. These presentations served as an introduction to further discussions related to existing measures and instruments available and their appropriateness for Hispanic populations. Various evaluation tools and instruments were provided by healthy marriage projects as examples for the group to review. Presentations were also made by the Office of Planning, Research and Evaluation (OPRE) and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) regarding research activities on the horizon which will inform the research community on healthy marriage work with Hispanics. 
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 "Twogether in Texas" 
 State Impliments New Legislation 

Texas Hispanics will soon be able to access new services as a result of a new law enacted in the most recent legislative session. Over the next five years, 7.5 million dollars will be spent annually on healthy marriage initiatives. The money comes from the state's allocation of federal funds under the Temporary Aid To Needy Families provision of the 1996 welfare reform act. 

The law was one of two enacted this year to help strengthen marriages in the Lone Star state where the divorce rate has reached 44 percent in recent years. The second law, which became effective September 1, 2008, offers free marriage licenses to couples who complete eight hours of premarital education courses. 
Click Here for Learn More About the Texas Healthy Marriage Initiative  
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 Helping Improve Relationships 
 Testimonials 

Participants and practitioners are praising classes and workshops taught through Chicago's Family Bridges program, saying the information presented is helping individuals realistically assess their relationships and set goals for improvement. 

"For more than a year we have encouraged an individual to attend counseling and examine various relationship issues," one community worker wrote. "Initially we had to work hard at getting her to attend the first (Family Bridges) session, but after that first session, she was receptive, interested, and not threatened by the information. The next time we saw her she was reading a book on boundaries and self-knowledge. She said the class gave her a framework to assess relationships." 

Getting people to commit to attend classes has always been a problem, another social worker noted. While many clients need the classes to help correct dysfunctional relationships, they have busy lives that make attending evening events very difficult. 

But interest in classes like "How To Not Marry A Jerk Or Jerkette" has been astounding, the caseworker said. "Most of our clients have been involved with partners who have drug and/or alcohol addictions or who are abusive. The information taught in the classes was very important for them," she said.

One participant said she felt empowered by her coursework and wished she'd had the knowledge as a younger woman. Another participant said she is using information from the class she attended to analyze her dysfunctional family. She says the class gave her a framework and vocabulary to heighten her insight and observations. 

Click Here For Information About Family Bridges  
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 Let Us Hear From You 
 Share Your Stories, Events, and News 

There are so many good things happening in communities throughout the country to benefit Hispanic couples and families. Please keep the Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative informed of events and successes so that we can share with others. Send your information to hhmi@urbanstrategies.us 
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Thank you for your interest in the Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative and more importantly, thank you for all you do on behalf of Hispanic couples and their children. 
Mil Gracias! 
 
Hispanic Healthy Marriage Initiative 
 


email: hhmi@urbanstrategies.us 
web: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/healthymarriage/index.html 
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